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Introduction

An fAl sl amic Stateo, formally
in the territory which once formed the Assyrian empire. Black
uniformed Islamist are storming to victory and becoming the best
armed, best funded Islamist force of recent history. What are we to
make of this? The underpinning conviction of radical Islam is that
Israel must be destroyed and the holy city of Jerusalem placed fully
in Moslem hands. What 6s signi f
repeatedly predicts a final invasion of Israel at Hands of a
reborn Assyrian empire; and that invasion will be resolved by the
return of the Lord Jesus Christ to earth to save Israel and establish

Goddés Kingdom upon earth. Nevel
His return. Of course, | may be wrong. ®may be that the entity
now known as Athe I sl amic Stat

which is yet to arise, structured in the same way. Before 1948 there
was no state of Israel to invade, no Zionist entity against which to
announce gihad. TheArab tribes inhabiting the Middle East were
uncoordinated and far from any possibility of launching a major
military enterprise such as is envisioned by the Biblical prophecies.
But that has all changed; the stage really does seem set.

The purpose of thipresentation is to review the general thrust
of Bi ble prophecy regarding th
then weol | l ook in more detail
Assyria invading Israel. Our next step will be to compare the
current situatia with those Biblical predictionsand it will be over
to you to decide the degree of
looking at the repeated Biblical hints that the latter day entity
which invades and persecutes Israel will be headed up by a specific
individual, the antChrist; and speculate as to which leader of the
Al sl amic Stateo may arfldlamic $tdteain p
the territory of the land promised to Abraham is required by Bible



prophecy; whether that equates with the entity nowkn as the
Islamic State, formerly ISIS, is yet to be seen. But the IS certainly
tick many boxes in the prophetic requirements.

And so what, if | prove my pointhat the current geopolitical
situation matches the Biblical picture of the time of the emd]
therefore the return of Christ is imminent? The day of the Lord
shall come but so what? Those who identify with Him shall live
eternally in His eternal Kingdom on egrithats the point And
there is a time of trouble such as never was coming on this earth,
outofwh ch only Goddés true peopl e
come to know the Lord Jesus as your friend and Saviour, then His
personal return to you becomes the final focal point of all
existence.



Chapter 1: Al Sham

The entity now known as the Islamic Statesvearlier known
as ISIS, the Islamic State in Irag andSélam. The concept of Al
Sham is cruci al to understandi
on in jihadist thinking. This area includes the historical Assyrian
empire, the land promised to Abraham [g¥his the focus of Bible
prophecy] & including the | and

What 6s Happening in Syria

Thereds a complex <civil war
factions seek to overthrow the Assad regime. It must be viewed in
t he wider cont e x througtout théArab vakld, a b
whereby established regimes were overthrown and replaced with
populist leadership. But in every case, from Tunisia to Egypt, the
new leadership was more radically Islamic and more determined
than the previous regimes to exteratm Israel. Israel is now more
than ever before surrounded by an Arab world united by one
common themeto overthrow Israel and establish an Islamic state
i n Pal estine. And t hat 0s wher
significant in terms of Bible prophecy, vdhi predicts an invasion
of Israel from her neighbours which will lead to a minority turning
to Jesus Christ in repentan@nd then, He will return. At no other
time since the feet of the Lord Jesus were upon this earth has His
return looked more imminenBecause there was no previous time
in the last 2000 years when Israel existed as a nation and was
surrounded by such well armed and capable enemies.

The West clearly doesnodt kno
canodt support t he ussaleegime Buathei c
opposition is radically Islamic. If they support them, then they will
make the same fool of themselves as they did when they backed,
armed and trained the muhajedeen groups in Afghanistan against



the USSR in the 1980sind now those sae groups have morphed

into Al Qaeda and now the 1S, a
enemies. Clearly, the Assad regime will not hold out much longer.
A new king must arise in Syria,
the northo. And Synmsj lacateld aight op o we r

| srael 6s northern border.

One feature of the civil war is the bitter disparity between the
various Islamic groups opposed to Assad. And the same is true in
much of the Arab world. Thenly factor which can unite them is
their joint hatred of Israel and desire to destroy her. The bitter
disunity between the Arab factions is great indeéehs of
thousands of deaths in Syria bear witness to it. They are aware of
their problem and the classical resolution of such a situation is to
focus upon an agreed external enemy and unite in a military
endeavour based around religious and ideological principles that all
factions are totally agreed upon. And there is indeed such a
solution, right on their doorstepn invasion of Israel.

Al-Sham Greater Syria

The significance of what 6s ha
solution is becoming the more obvious. And further, there is much
talk amongst the opposition groups about the concepl-8ham
the formation of a 0gmodysSyrieabut Syr i
the territories formerly in the Assyrian empimacluding Israel.
This is not a new idea; it is one of the tenets of faith of the Syrian
Social Nationalist Party (SSNP), who were the largest opposition
party to the r ulbeforegthe Baréna divh wap ar t
broke out. The Wikipedia article about this party gives a good
overview of their vision of a o6
this, one major body of factions fighting against Assad in Syria
have given themselves the offitititle of w HOMYy R W D N1 OF
afi-OFfMe | sl amic state of Iraq ar
the aims of another groufOn t he goatlMudhfUjKatdqmb 4
spokesman is quite frank: the defeat of thAsdad regime and the



establishment of an Islamic state in the Levant (Greater Syria; the
medieval Bil Ud -Sh s [ sour
http://pietervanostaeyen.wordpress.com/category/$yridfurther,
AOn Jan u2013ySyrarl Islamist groups announced they
would unite in one single group; known as Harakat AhtegBham
al-Islamiyya (The Islamic Movement of Freemen of Greater
Syria)bo [ S
http://pietervanostaeyen.wordpress.com/2013/02/02/ahakar
shamthe-greate-islamistuniorin-syria/]. From the same source
we r eWdthankfAllah for the affection between the believers
...Here are your brothers from the Islamic Groups, who are fighting
the criminal Nasiri ['Alawi] regime to overthrow and remove it
from our beloved Levant and to form a Muslim society under

Shari 6a Law. .. [ we ] were unit
Harakat Ahraral-Sham[This organization] belongs to the same
group in obedience to All ahos

rejecttobedmded. As Al l ah says fhol
rope which Allah (stretches out for you) and be not divided among
yourselveso and fAobey All ah an
into disput e, | est ye | ose he
brothers of Hrakat Ahramal-Sham al-Islamiyya want to announce

to all the Muslims in Levant their unity. [They] give them the glad
tiding (that will please them) and will establish the moral strength
of the believersbo. | al-Shiarhssatedits r s
goal to replace the Assad regime with an Islamic state governed by
the Shari é6a".

0, 0t he

Al-Sham 0Greater Syria
l ragq, | srael

including Syri a,
envisaged:


http://pietervanostaeyen.wordpress.com/category/syria/

This map is taken from Wikipedia, arad of April 2013 the
comment i's attached: AAntun Saad
unified "natural Syria", corresponding closely to the maximum
extentofthe NelAs syri an Empireo. Noti ce
Harakat Ahraral-Shamthe rhetoric of urty amongst the disparate,
the religious appeal, and the in
Syriad. Syria and Assyria, despi
to different entities in Bible times. Syria was part of Assyria, but
was then betterdown as Aram. But what is envisaged within the
new Al-Shamis the creation of a latter day Assyria. Compare the
map of the envisagedl-Shamwith this map of the Assyrian
empire in Biblical times:
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What 6s happening before our
restored Biblical Assyriaeven if the significance is lost to Western
observers because they gener al
the significance of thal-Shanrhetoric.

Shaun Waterman in th&/ashington Timesof April 9" 2013
i n hi s aNusrai conhments:thié Syrian extremist militia
Jabhat aNusra admitted to being a branch force ofQaleda's
coalition in Iragi and has been all alonghis was acknowledged
by the Islamic Statent the Democratic State) of Iraq early in
April. No less a personage than the Emir of the Iraqi coalition
group, Abu Bakr aHussayni aQurayshi alBaghdadi, issued an
audio message avowing this heretofore hidden fats. now time
to declare in front of the people of the Levant and world that Jabhat



al-Nusrah is but an extension of the Islamic State of Iraq and part
of it... Iraqi intelligence officials... [said] that the border between
Irag and Syria is not even a real thing" (Quate¢iarold Lafferty,
Present Day Event&pril 2013).

The Biblical Perspective

Daniel 2

Daniel chapter 2 contains an outline of the powers who were to
dominate the people of Israel within the land of Israel. It begins
with a head of gold (Babylon), thelreast and arms of silver
(Persia), thighs of brass (Greece), two legs of iron (the two halves
of the Roman empire) and then feet part of iron, part of clay. Each
part of the image corresponds in proportion to how long each
empire dominated the land of &l and the Jewish peopléus the
legs were longest because the Romans dominated the land for
longest. After AD70, the Jewish state ceased to be a nation. But
now, it is once again, for the first time in nearly 2000 years. The
final part of the image tmefore represents a group of nations
(perhaps divided into two groups, symbolized by the two feet) who
will dominate Israel in the last days. A stone cut out of a mountain
without hands (representing the Lord Jesus Christ) then hits the
image on its feetgrowing into a mountain which fills the earth.
The interpretation is given, and it clearly refers to the second
coming of Christ to destroy the kingdoms of men who have
domi nat ed Hi s | and and Hi s peo
Ki ngdom on e ag df those kingsnshall thes Godl @f y
heaven set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed, nor shall
its sovereignty be left to another people; it shall crush to powder
and consume all these kingdoms,
2:44).



Arab Unity and Disunity

Who, then, are these nations who were represented by the feet
partly of iron and partly of clay? Some will be strong, others weak.
AThen you saw the feet and toe
iron, that shall be a divided kingdom; bhete shall be in it of the
strength of the iron, because you saw the iron mixed with miry
clay. As the toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so
the kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. Whereas you
saw the iron mixed with mirglay, they shall mingle themselves
with the seed of men; but they shall not cling to one another, even
as iron does not mi-48gO0Oneonlyhasto c
look at the various groups currently fighting Assad in Syria to see
how deeply divideds the Islamist group. Most of the names of the
factions would be unfamiliar to Western readers, but the following



at least are almost general knowledge to any who read Middle East
news:



Palestine Liberation Front

Palesinian Islamic Jihad
The Muslim Brotherhood
Hamas

Hezbollah

Democratic Front for the Liberation of
Palestine

Fatah

Al Agsa Martyrs Brigades

Abu Nidal






The situation in Syria could actually lead to a fragmentation of
the country into a grgp of smaller states, all united under e
Shamconcept and a desire to drive Jews out of Israel. The same is
true for Iraq and other Moslem states bordering Israel. Writing on
the Al Jazeerawebsite in May 2013Murtaza Hussain wrote a
penetrating aitle "lraq, Syria and the death of the modern Middle
East” (at
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/05/201356720043
7919.html). The following sounds exactly kkthe ten toes of
Daniel's image, formed out of larger powers but now weak and yet
united against Israel:

"The countries of Syria and Iraq, formerly unified Arab states
formed after the defeat of their former Ottoman rulers, exist today
only in name. InHeir place what appears most likely to come into
existence after the bloodshed subsideare small, ethnically and
religiously homogenous statelets: weak and easily manipulated,
where their progenitors at their peaks were robustly independent
powers".

We of course are reading the Bible through translation. But
take a closer look at the original Hebrew and Chaldee translated
At hey misgekahemsel veso (Dan. 2: 43
mingled peopleand t hat és exactly who
60Gnea Syriabd are. The or iah nal
One easy way to check that is to use an online concordance to poke
under the surface of Dan. 2:43. And you will seeStt r o n g ¢
number H6151Arab. Surely there is a reference here to the Arab
peopl es! Herebs what you see i/


http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/05/2013567200437919.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2013/05/2013567200437919.html

H6151

&rab

ar-ab’'

(Chaldee); corresponding to H6148; commingle:- mingle
(self), mix.

The 6feet and toesd section of
very long part of the body. The domination of Israel by this group
will not be for long perhaps the three and a half year period which
occurs in several latter day prophecies.

Psalm 83

The way the Islamists will seek to bind together their divided
state is made clear in Psalm 83, where we have ten Arab nations,
mostly in Al-Sham Greater Syria, who unite themselves with a
common aim of capturing the holy places in Jerusalem and blotting
outthe name of Israel:

AThey conspire with cunning ag
against Your cherished ones. Co
them as a nation, that the name of Israel may be remembered no
more. For they have conspired together with onied, they form
an alliance against You. The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites;
Moab, and the Hagrites; Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek; Philistia
with the inhabitants of Tyre; As
83:38) . Note that OPhrid i atenebhear
wordée
hi s 6conspiring together wi tF
iancebd is exactly what we see¢
par at e I sl ami st factions i n
ianceo transl ates lay Hterba resl gth
a covenantdé (Ps. 83:5). The



groups, and that covenant emphasizes the aim of overrunning
Israel. Psalm 83 mentions ten natioperhaps corresponding with
the ten toes of Da mnsenlthé beast whighy e .

wi || domi nate Godos people in
13). Joel 3:9 is another prophecy of the invasion which happens
j ust before Christbés return, a

make a O6pr ocl ameatrajihadda holyowarfiA@ n ¢
that is exactly the rhetoric of the groups now calling for Islamist
unity based around jghad against Israel in order to establisit
Sham

Syria, then known as Aram, frequently invaded Israel in Bible
times. Theinvasions under the Syrian king Rezin were a result of
'taking evil counsel against' Israel (Is. 7:5), just as Assyria and her
Arab supporters are to do in Ps. 83:3: "They have taken crafty
counsel agai ns fThe Wdoohler emphasis pdne 0
"Damascus” s being the nerve centre of Rezin's operations (Is.
7:8), may also be significant in that this very city is now a centre
for Arab terrorism against Israel.

|l 6ve written more about Psal:
in Unrest In The Arab World: The Persgtive of Biblical Prophecy
[an appendix to chapter 8 dhe Last Dayls and in the same book,
Digression 7: The Palestinian Movement In Bible Prophecy. You
can get a free PDF fromww.heaster.org/ld.pdf

Ezekiel 38

Ezekiel 37 and 38 predict that when the Jews have returned to
their land, then there will be a ten nation invasion by a group of
surrounding nat i o-whichishodadesrdyedu p
by the direct intervention of God to establish Himgdom. This
invasion is to be after the Jews have returned to their land, and will

begin with an incursi onrwhxmdreo
bordering Syria, the Golan heights:


http://www.heaster.org/ld.pdf

Aln the | atter years you shal/l
badk from the sword, that is gathered out of many peoples, on the
mountains of Israel, which have been a continual waste; but it is
brought forth out of the nations

Only since 1948 and the uprise of serious Arab powers around
Israel couldthisgmrphecy come true. Al l we
Arab confederacy to push into the Golan Heights. And we could
view the news on the internet or turn on the tehyn d f i nd |
happening. Any moment now. And the next step will be the actual
return of Christo earth.

Al-Sham A Reborn Assyria

Zechariah 9 is clearly a prophecy of the return of Christ to
earth and the establishment of His Kingdom (see Zech.-211,9
especially). But this worldwide Kingdom will be established after
judgments are executed upon Damascus, Hamath, Tyre, Sidon,
Ashkela, Ekron, Ashdod and Gazaa collection of peoples
likened to a beast with a mouth and teeth which have enclosed
Israel (9:7). These areas are geographically exactly where the
'greater Syria' is envisaged as being. They surround present day
Israel, from tle Gaza Strip to Lebanon. And they are likened to
some latter day beast descending upon Israel, which must be
destroyed before God's Kingdom can be established. This
encourages us to see the beast of Daniel and Revelation as referring

inits final foomtokr ael 6s | sl ami st neighbo
her . l s. 9:12 uses Obeasto6 i mage
Philistines [same word as OPal es

huge beast, closing around Israélfhe Syrians before, and the
Philistinesbehind; and they shall devour Israel with open mouth".
This image of an Arab beast devouring Israel is repeated in Joel 1:6
concerning the later Assyrian invader.

The great invasions of Israel by the Assyrians are prototypes of
the latter day invasiorMicah 5 is specific that the Lord Jesus will

appear to save Israel when "the Assyrian” invades them in the last
4



days. Balaam's prophecy about Israel's final destiny speaks of how
finally both Assyria and Eber ['the other side’, a similar meaning as
the wads 'Syria’ and 'Aram' in Hebrew, and effectively referring to
Syria] will be judged for their abuse of Israel in the last days. They
are mentioned together because they will be operating together
and now we see that they actually are coming together (Num
24:24). Whilst we must remember that Syria and Assyria were
hi storically different, the <cu
|l sl amic state of I rag and Grea:
O0Assyriad born agai n. sAnitigllyjust a
attackingthe Northern part of Israel (2 Kings 15:29), commented
upon in Is. 9:1 as a 'light affliction' compared to the fury of the
main invasionAnd it is the northern part of Israel which borders
with modern day Syria. This is wherayaland invasion from Syria
would naturally begin.

At least four waves of Assyrian invasions are recorded:

- under Menahem (2 Kings 15:19pought off

- under Pekah (2 Kings 15:29horthern Israel affected

- under Hoshea (2 Kings 17:3)srael carrid captive

- under Hezekiah (2 Kings 18:9)took fenced cities of Judah
and destroyed by Goddés direct |

The gap between the third and fourth invasions was around six
months. The third invasion took three years: "Then the king of
Assyria came p throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria,
and besieged it three years" (2 Kings 17:5). This tyeze period
of domination followed by six months rings bells with the three and
a half years of the (lattetay?) Elijah ministry, and the same perio
spoken of in the 1,260 days, the 42 months and " a time, times, and
an half* (Dan. 7:25; 12:7; Rev. 11:2,32:6).

The final Assyrian invasion is the seedbed from which the
language of Gog in Ezekiel 38 is taken. Look up these Bible
passages at youriseire:



Ezekiel 38 / Gog Assyria (Isaiah)

4 37:29

v 8:7

8 8:8

9 28:2; 8:9,21; the Assyric

Astrong oneo
6Gogd figure

11 37:24

12 10:6

:19 30:27

22 29:6 RV; 30:30

:19,20 29:6; 30:25

39:10 33:1

The AssyrianistobB br oken in pieceso (1 s

the whole image of Daniel 2 is to be. That image symbolizes a
latter day confederacy of nations under the leadership of Babylon /
Assyria, which will dominate the land / earth of Israel in the last

days.

And so | repeat my basic point: The historical Assyrian
invasions of Israel form the prototypes of the latter day invasions
which the Bible prophesies, and which will immediately precipitate
the return of Christ to the earth. Thefrer mat i on of 0
which isbeing called for by the groups coming to power in Syria
today, along with the clear demand fgitead to destroy Israel and
Islamize Palestine, means that the Bible prophecies of the last days
are being fulfilled before our eyes. It would seem that themeof
Christ wildl be soon. Jerusal em i
exactly as the Lord Jesus said it would be just prior to His return in
glory has this in mind when He predicted that Jerusalem would
again be like this in the last days:

6



ABut win see Jegusalem surrounded by armies, then
know that her desolation is at hand... For these are days of
vengeance, that all things which are written may be fulfilled...
Jerusalem shall be trodden under foot by the Gentiles, until the
times of the Gentiles[three and a half years of Gentile
domination?] be fulfilled... And then shall they see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud, with power and great glory. But when these
things begin to happen, look up, lift up your heads, because your
redemption Id212028). near o (L

For most of the last 2000 years, Jerusalem has been surrounde
by Bedouin tribesnot nations with armies and oil wealth behind
them. Only in our times has the whole jigsaw started to come
together.

The Faithful Remnant

Isaiah opens his prbpcy by stating that once all Israel has
fallen to the Assyrian invaders, only Jerusalem will be &efd will
only be saved because of a "remnant" within the city (Is9)L:7
But the rest of Isaiah chapter 1 goes on to state that Jerusalem as
whole isas sinful and far from the true God as the rest of Judah.
The size of this faithful remnant may have been very small indeed.
They were " | (Isaiah) and the children (prophels. 8:16) whom
the Lord has given me" (Is. 8:18); and this is quoted in HAl3. &s
referring to Christian believers. That small group centered around
Isaiah perhaps point forward to a small remnant of faithful Jewish
believers in Jerusalem, for whose sake the whole race is not
destroyed completely. And it seems that this parheflatter day
jigsaw is already in place, thanks to a number of baptisms there
recently.

We 61 | now | ook in more detai
redivivus



Chapter 2 Assyria Revived

Assyria was one of the great historical enemies of Israel. Their
brutal takeover of the lands withthe land, the land promised to
Abraham, forms the basis of many prophecies of the latter day
invasion of Israel. Just as Assyria conquered the lands around
Israel, so the latter day Assyrian will do. Assyria took the ten tribes
into captivity, and then came to
minute repentance before their God, Jerusalem did not then fall.
But out of Assyr i a Behadtle laBlafthel o n
Chal deans; this people was not,
Babylon did come and destroy Jerusalem and take the Jews [the
remaining two and a half tribes
captivity. This is why Assyria and Babyloare at times used
interchangeably in the Old Testament.

Our expectation of a revived latter day Assyria is being
realized before our eyes. The Islamic State are led by theologians,
deeply aware of the historical context in which they stand, seeking
to be the reincarnation of such historical forces who have
dominated the land promised to Abraham, oiShlam as they call
it. Staring at maps of ancient empires and current nations, we can
get the impression that all states and empires have clearly defined

boud ar i es. But the ancient empire
you enter t he European Uni on, t
OWel come in the European Uni onbé6,
Assyrian empire wasnot | i ke that
which is developing. The nature of boundaries in our global village

have changed. I tds who your frie
groups you frequent, whi ch news

who you are, rather than which geographical area you live id. An
so it is with the entity known as the IS. The entity is defined by

8



ideology and common enemies, rather than hard lines drawn in the
literal sand with entry posts. The Islamic State have internet sites
and ample media channels through which to explainstaheir
intentions. One of the battle songs of the IS fighters goes like this
[when translated into Englishy]:

Oh soldiers of Truth, let's go.

Repeat the tune of endurance.

A light has illuminated Shaam [the Levant, the Assyrian
empire, the land promise¢d Abraham],

so rally all the soldiers.

The Islamic state has been established,

so wipe out all the borders.

Break the crosses [of the Christians] and destroy the lineage of
the grandsons of monkeys [the Jews].

The state of monotheism will remain in spatkthe lies of the
hateful people.

[Commentary is mine].
You can see it being sung in Arabic at

http://www.memritv.org/clip/en/4296.htmwith English transcript
at http://www.memritv.org/clip transcript/en/4296.htm Notice:

AThe I sl ami c state has been €
borderso. This feature of t he
Hubbard writing in the New York Tinsg August 22, 2014

(6Progress of | SI'S puts Ob ama
brutality of | SI Sé has seized

erased borders and upended all
of a stateless Middle East under the black @aghad terrifies the
regionbs governmentsé | SIS is
can see here and see thereo. N
with heads. Indeed, media reports and official statements about the
IS often use Biblical and apocalypt language.

9


http://www.memritv.org/clip/en/4296.htm
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Under its vision of an Islamic Middle Edshe land of Israel
would be incorporated as part of Greater Syria," as it once was
considered during its time under Muslim occupation. And the IS
has been very open about its final intentions; i@aarunder its
control, the group has erected billboards saying 'our eyes are on Al
Quds (Jerusalem)' [as reported at
http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/180622#.U7g
ANrHAAS s accessed August 2014].

Consider another battle song of the IS jihadist fighters,
publicized by the group®shaimedi a
who believes that the current fighting of the IS is towards the final
struggl e fAi n t hereswraction With albanj jtah
(Athe false Messiah, 0 rChusgdfl y i
Christian eschatology):

ASo rush O Muslims and gather
so that you may return as you once were for ages)s of the
earth and knidnts of war.

soldiers that do not see

hardship as being difficult,

And lions [frequent symbols of Assyria] that are thirsty in
battle,

Having greedily drunk the blood &fliff[ apost at es] 0.

The Bible uses the wordretzin the Old Testament to refer
either to the entire planet, or specifically to the land / earth
promised to Abraham, from the Euphrates to the river of Egypt.
The Akings of the eartho theref
within the boundaries of theahd promised to Abraham, making
them "kings of the earth (land)". This term is used in the Bible to
describe those who will finally come up against Jerusalem, to be
destroyed by the second coming of Christ (Ps. 2:2; 76:12; Is. 24:21;
Jer. 50:41 kings frorthe borders of the earth / langhich fits the

IS; Lam. 4:12 the nations who assisted Babylon take Jerusalem;
10
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Dan. 7:17 the beasts represent the kings of the earth; Rev. 16:14;
17:2,18; 18:3,9; 19:19). So we cannot but be excited when an
Islamic stateast | i ke Assyria and call s
eartho!

The despiteful, aggressive attitude of the latter day Assyrian
matches the behaviour of the IS. And there are stern prophecies
predicting their end:

"Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger Anidet staff in whose
hand is My indignation. | will send him against an ungodly nation,
And against the people of My wrath | will give him charge, To
seize the spoil, to take the prey, Atdtread them down like the
mire of the streetsYet he does not measp, Nor does his heart
think so; But it is in his heart to destroy, And cut off not a few
natone TherteHwg esays the Lord GC(
people, who dwell in Zion, be not afraid of the Assyrians when
they strike with the rod and lift up theiraét against you as the
Egypt i 4% $0:5d,24d o

AAnd He (the Lord Jesus) wil/l
strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD His
God. And they will remain, because at that time He will be great to
the ends of the earth. This One will be our peace when the Assyrian
invades our | and, when he tram
deliver us from the Assyrian when he attacks our land and when he
tramples our t6.rTheivisibe myadifest@Mof c .

| srael 6s Messiah is thus assoc
land of Israel.

Geographically, Assyria was located in what is now parts of
modern Iran and Iraq, although in reality both Assyria and Babylon
coerced, or operated in tandernthya number of the other smaller
powers around Israel (Is. 29:7,80:28; 33:3; 34:1,2; 2 Chron.

22:22; Ps. 83)Thus Herodotus called Sennacharib "king of the
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Arabians and the Assyrians”. We are seeing this scenario develop
as various smaller powerare either coerced by or willingly
cooperate with the IS.

The Assyrian is to be Abroken |
the whole image of Daniel 2 is to be, by the return of Christ as the
little stone. The Assyrian confederacy which came against
Jewsalem is described as being the foes of Israel who will be swept
away as <chaff (1 s. 29: 5 RV). Th
destruction outside Jerusalem. And yet the language of being swept
away as chaff refers without doubt to the image of Daheifg
swept away as chaff. The conclusion surely is that the Assyrian
attack against Jerusalem, comprised as it was of a confederacy of
local nations from within the land promised to Abraham, is typical
of the final destruction of a similar confederacy byhe Lor d o6
return.

Assyria took power over what is now known as Syria. And in
the | ast days, At he riches of Da
(by) the king of Assyria" (Is. 8:4). We can see Syria being either
taken over by or forced into submissianthe IS. Is. 9:12 speaks of
the Syrians and Philistines [Palestinians] as being the mouth of a
huge beast, closing around Israel: "The Syrians before, and the
Philistines behindand they shall devour Israel with open mouth".

In this lies the connectionebwveen the growing intifada against

Israel on one side, and the uprise of the latter day Assyria, the IS,
on | srael ds other si de. Thi s i
Israel is repeated in Joel 1:6 concerning the later day Assyrian
invader.

The Assyrian Style Revived

Assyria was renowned for taking captives and abusing and
selling them into captivity. Such a fate is predicted for latter day

Israel: "You shall be sold unto your enemies for bondmen and
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bondwomen, and no man shall buy you" (Dt. 28:&B)til recently
there was no entity likely to do this to Israel. But now, with the
emergence of the IS, there is. Here's a picture of Yezidi girls
captured by the IS being sold for $10 each:

The ISIS MagazineDabig No. 4 makes this explicit threat
agaist Jews anldweCd ot reathithatnirae; thef our
children and grandchildren will reach it, and they will sell your
sons as sl aves a. the sl ave mal

Assyria and Babylon had a policy of taking away local
conquered people into exile, and using people from other parts of
the conquered territories to then govern or police the conquered
areas. One IS defector said it was a deliberate ISIS strategy to use
outsiders to police the towns it took over: "The Islamic State have
brought in people from other countries, different nationalities who
are quite young in age so that they can brainwash or indoctrinate
them with their 1sis | deaad,oogy é
through the local people but with their own forces and their own
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men whom they prepare for this taskjuotes from Paul Wood,
dsis defector speaks of life inside brutal jihadist
groupoq, f 1 r shttp://wawibbclcom/Belwsvetid a t
middle-east28269596

Beheadings

The IS will be a strictly religious entity, keen to take the
predictions and commands of tkeran and Hadith as literally as
possible Their crucifixions of their enemies are in strict obedience

to passages | i ke Sura 5. 36: A The
war upon Allah and His messenger and strive after corruption in
the | and wil/ be that they ewil/
their degradation in the world, and in the Hereafter theirs will be an
awf ul Awdotheo IS likewise are careful to obey the
commands to behead enemief:Wh e n  epcounter the
unbelievers o the battlefield, strike off their heads until ybave

crushed them completely; then bind the p soner s ti ght |
47). The world today is indeed shocked at reports of ISIS'
gruesome sweep into northern Iraq. The D&ly Mail reported of

| S| Bhey lified the streets with the decapitated heads of police
ands o | d iBehealinog is now a welnown method used by the

IS, popularized by their YouTube videos of beheading Western
hostages. We note that it is the fate of those who do not worship the
beast or accept his mark in Rev. 20&pologists claim that the
Koran doesnoét support tSura&¥ b e he
says that beheading can be used in order to psychologically terrify

the nonMoslems: "I will cast dread into the hearts of the
unbelievers. Strike off their heads, then, and strike off atheir
fingertipsd . S47y:8 ds similar: "When you encounter the
unbelievers on the battlefield, strike off thbead® Beheading is

justified in some of the hadith on the basis that Muhammad ordered

the beheading of 700 Jews in Medina for alleged|ytiplg against

hi m. |t iI's therefore to be wused
Until recently, it seemed impossible that such a method of death

14


http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28269596
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-28269596

would be literally usedbut it is now becoming known worldwide
that it is indeed being practiced and gloniedvithin the entity that

is taking over the land promised to Abrahdtrmust be noted that
Islam is the only major world religion today that legitimizes
beheadings

Rev. 20:4 says that there will be a special blessing for those who
were beheaded for ¢hsake of Jesus, and this involved them in not
worshipping the beast or receiving his mark. The short term
fulfilment of this was in the beast as the Roman empire. But the
Roman Empire only beheadatitizens (e.g. Paul); noistitizens
were killed in other ways, e.g. by crucifixion, throwing to wild
beasts.Mentioning beheading was therefore purposeful. The text
could more easily havTheldeasinglin 6 m
view was therefore particularfpr Roman citizens who refused to
accept the faith of their own empire, for the sake of Christ. The
climax of all Bible prophecy, however, is not in history; it is in the
literal coming of Christ to earth. In the last days, therefore, Rev.
20:4 must havets final and ultimate fulfilment. But the incipient
fulfilment in the days of Rome guides us towards understanding
that final fulfilment.l suggest therefore that this class of latter day
martyrs refers specifically to those who are citizens within the are
controlled by the latter day entity known as the beast. Those who
do not submit to its rulership will be beheadaddd we are already
seeing that happening in the IS, with roads lined with hetas.

we see the IS forcing Christians and Yezidis to cdneelslam, or

to face the sword quite literally, in beheading, They stated

themselves in July 2014: A We o
dhimmacontrac® involving payment ofjizya; if they refuse this
they wil|l have nThe blessigepf Rew 20:4is h e

for those who endure this for the sake of Christ.

Here are pictures from IS media of the forced conversion of Yezidi
men to Islam; those who refused were beheaded:
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Wealth

The IS has seized billions of dollars worth ofdyéept in the
banks in the cities they have overrun, especially in Mosul; again in
keeping with Assyria seizing gold and precious stones from its
occupied territories. That certainly sounds like the behaviour of the
aggressive King of the North during hisvasion oferetzlsrael in
Dan. 11:43: "He shall have power over the treasures of gold and of
silver, and over all the precious things".

The Religious Dimension

The religious dimension of the invasion is also to be found in
Dan. 11:44, albeit masked by translation. The King of the North
will invade eretzisrael "to destroy and utterly to make away many"
(AV). The Hebrew worccharamtranslated 'to utterly make away
specifically means to consecrate, to make something over to
another, specifically their god or religion. And this is the stated
motive of the IS and other jihadist groupe sanctify Israel as a
spoil of war to Allah and the Prophet. This is the predictall
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found in Joel 2, to sanctify war against Isfdbe very language of
jihad, holy warThe Ki ng of Assyria nce
land promised to Abraham (2 Kings 17:5). The Hebrew word used
is alah, meaning to ascend upnd this is the very ltide cry of the
Islamic StateAllah ahbar The Assyrians were persuaded that the
one true God, Yahweh, had sent them against Israel (2 Kings
18:25)j ust as the | sl| amshamd$he wdrde a
of the great King, t gsel8:2R)iinng O
conscious imitation of theshemato Israel from their King,
Yahweh. AThe great kingo is a
was parodying the giving of the Law to Israel, implying his
commandments were a new Torah for Israel; and theshiph of

the Islamic State has spoken of producing a new Torah, making
him the one mentioned in Daniel as changing laws.

The historical Assyria O0dest
Israel (2 Kings 19:11); but the Hebrew word used specifically
means to consecrate or dedicate. It has a distinctly religious sense
And this is precisely the idea plhad- taking land in a holyvar in
order to dedicate that land to Allah. In practice, the Assyrians did
this by 6édestroyingGharabBdgyn
is used about their scorched earth policies (2 Kings 19:17), and
Assyria threatened nt 3:119 gustyas hep 6
boasted fAwith the sole of my f
besieged placesodo (2 Kings 19: 2
the idea of Assyria being like a river gushing forth over the land
they had dried up (Is. 8:7). Thiss why Goddés an
Assyrian threat to Judah is expressed in terms of His reminding
Judah that it isHe who has ultimate power to dry up rivers and
nations (Is. 44:27; 50:2; 51:1@very time, the same Hebrew word
charabis used).

2.1 Ezekiel 38 Gog as Assyria
This chapter speaks of an invasion of Israel at some point after

the Jews have returned to their land (Ezekiel 37) and before the
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establ i shment of Godds kingdom
latter day invader will be destroyed by Divingedrvention. The
language is clearly based upon the historical Assyrian:

Ez. 38/ Gog Assyria (Isaiah)

4 | will turn you 37:29 Because
around, put hooks inyour raging against M
your jaws, and will brinand because yo
you out with all youarrogance has come
army, horses arinto My ears, therefol
horsemen, all of thewill | put My hook in
clothed in full armourayour nose and My brid
great company wilin your lips, and | wil
buckler and shield, all turn youback by the wa
them handling swords; by which you came.

.7 Be prepared, ye 8.7
prepare yourself, yo
and all your compani
who are assembled
you, and be a guard
them.

:8 After many day 8:8; 10: 3 i
you shall be visited Inv i s i tupon Assyna
the latter years you sh
come into the land that
brought back from tF
sword, that is gather
out of many peoples,
the mountains of Isras
which have been
continual waste; but it
brought forth out of th

peoples, and they sh
20



dwell seurely all o
them.

9 You shall ascen 28:2; 8:9,21; th
you shall come like Assyri an ¢
storm, you shall be likel s . 28: 2 i
cloud to cover the lanfigure fiBehold, the Lor
you, and all your hordehas a mighty and strol
and many peoples wione; like a storm of ha
you. a destroying storm, al

like a storm of might
waters overflowing, H
will cast them downto
the earth with His hand
The Assyrian invasic
was a fsto
the land (10:3).
:10 You shal Is. 10:7

consider / itwill

come into you

mind

11 You shall say, 37:24  With  the
will go up to the land (multitude of my charioi
unwalled villages; | will have come up to tt
go to those who are height of the mountain
rest, who dwell securelto the innermost parts
all of them dwellin(Lebanon. I will cut dow
without wals and havinits tall cedars and i
neither bars nor gates; choice fir trees. | wil

enter into its farthe
height the forest of it
fruitful field.

12 to take the spc Is. 10:6 | will send
and to take the wealth; him against a profar
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turn your hand againnation, and against t
the waste places that ipeople who anger N
now inhabited, arwill | give him a
against the people wicommand to take tt
are gathered out of tspoil and to take tf
nations, who have gottprey, and to tread the
livestock and goods, widown like the mire of th
dwell in the middle of thstreets. Prey and spo
land. are mentioned repeate:
as being taken fro
Judah by Assyria (Is. 8:
10:6; 33:4).

19 For in My ange  30:27 Behold, he
and in the fire of Mname of Yahweh com
wrath have | spokefrom far away, burnin
Surely in that day thewith His anger, and i
shall be a great shakithick rising smoke. Hi
in the land of Israel;  lips are  full o)

indignation, and Hi
tongue is as a devouri
fire.

:22 With pestilenc 29:6 RV; 30:3(
and with blood will Yahweh will cause Hi
enter into judgment wilglorious voice to b
him; and | will rain otheard, and will show tt
him and on his hordidescent of His arm, wi
and on the many peopthe indignation of Hi
who are with him, aanger, and the flame o
overflowing shower, ardevouring fire, with
great hailstones, fire, ablast, storm, ar
sulphur. hail stonesé

visited by Yahweh ¢
Armies with tunder

with earthquake, wit
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great noise, wit
whirlwind and storm, an
with the flame of
devouring fire.

19,20 For in M 29:6; 30:25 Ther
anger and in the fire shall be brooks ar
My wrath have | spokestreams of water ¢
Surely in that day theevery lofty mountain ar
shall be a great shakion every high hill in th
inthe land of Israel; day of the gres

Eze 38B:20 so thaslaughter, when tf
the fish of the sea, titowersfall.
birds of the sky, th
animals of the field ar
all creeping things whic
creep on the earth, a
all the men who are «
the surface of the ear
shall shake at N
presence. The mounta
shall be thrown dowi
the step places shall fe
and every wall shall fe
to the ground.

23 1 will 10:15 1 will
magnify  Mysel magnify  Myseli
[against Gog] [against Assyria]

39:10 They sha 33:1 Woe to yo
take no wood out of ttwho destroy, but yc
field, neither cut dowwer en 6t de
any out of the forests; fwho betray, but noboc
they shall make fires betrayed you. When y(
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the weapons; and thhave finished destroyin
shall plunder those wlyou will be destroyec
plundered them, and rand when you have ma
those who robbed thean end of betrayal, y«
says the Lord Yahweh. will be betrayed.

Ez. 39:3 stresses how Gog will rely on his archery to terrorize
Israel in the last days: "I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand,
and will cause thine arrows to fall out of thy right hand". Assyrian
basreliefs frequently show them posing ttvitheir bowsThis is
another Assyrian allusion. Ez. 38:17 says that this invader was
repeatedly spoken of by the propheitst canodt refer
Russia but to Assyria / Babylon, of whom the prophets repeatedly
speak. And yet the invasion is cleaily the last days. Assyria,
therefore, must be revived in some way.

Ez. 38:9 says that Gog comes as a storm to cover the land. This is the
very language and Hebrew wostoaused of the Assyrian invasion in Is.
10:3. And of course thehoais the term usd by Jews today to describe

the Nazi holocaust. That is to come agdint in "the land" promised to
Abraham.

Hooks in the Jaws

Gog is manipulated with hooks in his jaws (Ez. 3@)4This alludes to

how the Assyrians presented themselves in steles and other art forms as
putting hooks in the mouths of those they conquered.Zihrli Stele
pictures Esarhaddon holding Egypt andréloy hooks in their jaws;
Assyria "took Manasseh captive in hooks" (2 Chron. 33:11 Heb.). The
point is, that what Assyria did to others is effectively being done to the
latter day Assyrian by GodThis is the very picture of Rev. 13:1the
beastwholecodés people into captivity s
God at the last day, and hooks being put in the jaw is the very picture of
captivity. Gog and his entity is the beast of Revelatiodeed, the whole
language of putting hooks in the jaws issbad wupon Godos
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Assyria, that He would put hooks in their jaws and a bridle in their mouth
(Is. 37:29) as if they were an aggressive beast.

The idea is found far back in Gen. 27:40, where Jacob made a promise
about the relationship between Jacob (Israel) and Esau (forefather of
many of the nations living in the land promised to Abrahahakob
predicted that although Esau would be beneathbjdlsere would come a

ti me fAiwhen you shal/l have dominio
happen when | srael and Jerusal em
of the last days, and will rule or have dominion over Jacob]; and you
[Esau] shall break hissflacob 6s] vyoke from off
that the families of Esau are again presented as a beast that must b
controll ed. Jacobbés words have sc
they will do, however briefly, when the beast of Esau takes svael

and dominates the Jews.

Rev. 20:8 defines fAthe natior
the Il ando as being AGog and Ma
being defined as the epitenof the nations along the borders of
Israel, who both historichly and currently a
enemies.

2.11 Gog as the Antichrist

Gog is a personal name, he will be tlwsh or prince / caliph of the
invading group of nations. The only Biblical Gog was an Israelite who
went away from the core of Israelite worshand lived on the East of
Jordan, and later assimilated into the Assyrian territories and lived on the
banks of the Euphrates (1 Chron. -5;25,2§. The Biblical Gog is
therefore from the far northern boundary of the land promised to
Abraham, the ends dhe eretz/ earth. Gog is described as coming from
his homeland in the uttermost parts of the north (Ez. 38:15). His origin
will be on the northern edge of the land promised to Abralamch is

the Euphrates River. This, then, is the location of Magdygchvwould
explain why there are no cuneiform inscriptions bearing this name. It is
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simply the land of Gog, and its exact location is irrelevant 6 s s i mp |
presented aa territory on the far northern border of the land promised to
Abraham. And this ishe birthplace of the current leader of the IS. We

can look for the latter day Gog to be born somewhere along the Euphrates
River.

The usage of the term Gog suggests that this invasion is being made and
led by a false Israel. And we find that idea continuéabn the invaders

are described as fa great qahalmpany?o
term usually used about the congregation of Israel (Ps. 22:26; 35:18;
40:10,11; Ezral0:130g i s fAthe chief princebo
elsewhere usednty of the chief princes of the tribes of Israel (Num.

10:4; 36:1).The invaders ficome t-ausingthd ando.
very expression used of holsraelwer e t o ficome to a
Israel (Lev. 14:34; Num. 15:2; 34:2; Dt. 8:7; 17:14; 1&86;1; 32:52).
Likewise the beast / whore in Revelation is described in terms of
Sol omondés Kingdom, trading in the s
number 666 as Solomon was (1 Kings 10:14)e point may be that

the beast / whore system is a fake Israghock Kingdom of God.
Which fits ISIS and Islam. The afihrist doesn't mean so much
‘against Christ' as 'that which appears as Christ', in the place of
Christ. And likewise there is a fake Kingdom of God, a pseudo
Israel... which is what Islam createthen Mohammed in the Quran
twisted the Genesis record to make the Arab peoples 'Isaac’ and the
Jews from Jacob as 'Ishmael'. And this would explain why the
codename for the leader of the invasion is Gog, an apostate Israelite
who likewise lived on the Eupates.

Other References to Gog

Itdés worth noting that some versior
of Sirach 48:17 speak of Gog coming to Jerusalem at the time of the

Assyrian invasion at Hezekiahos ti
Gog with the leader of an Assyrian invasiod. 8 al so i nterest
LXX of Dt . 3:1,13; 4. 47 speaks of

Bashan refers to the area of the Golan Heights northern entrance to
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Israel, on the border with Syria. This is exactly where the IS are building
up their force and this would be the logical invasion point into Israel.

Haman AfAthe Agagiteo is surely
and Gog are very similar original words. The similarity is not
simply in the similarity of th

of Haman to destroy the Jews (Esther 8:3,5; 9:25) is described with
the very same word used of how Gog thinks up an evil plan against
Israel (Ez. 38:10).

We should note that AGogo occu!

not i n t he Mhbushag telord God shewgdtme; and, T
behold, a swarm of locusts coming from the east; and, behold, one
caterpillar, king Gogo (Am. 7:1).

as coming from the north, because armies from Babylon and Assyria [to
the East of Isragwould follow the transport routes along the Euphrates
and then come down from the north into Isra@kther than marching

across the trackless desert. But
easto. This makes sense idnor@mg i S
Hi s origin was to the east of | sr

with the Assyrians being called locusts (Is. 33:4), and the locusts of Rev.
9:3,7 being paralleled with thousands of horsemen coming against Israel
from the Euphrates. Bare dismissing the LXX too quickly, remember
that the vast majority of Old Testament quotations found in the New
Testament are from the LXX, and that version is often preferred over the
Hebrew [Masoretic] Text.

2.1.2 The Nations of Ezekiel 38

Assyrian Horsemen

Rev. 9:1418 describes how 200,000,000 horsemen came from
just beyond the Euphrates (exactly where the IS hordes are now
massed, i.e. historical Babylon/Assyria), using "fire and smoke and
brimstone" to punish God's apostate peophes was Johnn the
first century struggling wunder
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21 century warfae. "By these three was the third part of men
killed", suggesting that this invading army has three aspects to its
work. The huge number of horsemen must allude ® 'treat
company" of horsemen of Ez. 38:4, which we have shown to be
rooted in the Assyrian invasiomhe 200,000,000 horsemen of Rev.
9:16 may correspond to the fact that history records the strength of
the Assyrian army which came against Jerusalem iag 260,000
men. The jihadist culture is full of allusion to horsemen, seeing
themselves as the revival of previous hearsmunted Islamic
warriors. The motif is common in IS promotional videos:
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R . ..

Jerusalem was truly ficAssymas s ¢
siege of Jerusalem, and perhaps the Lord has this in mind when He
predicted that Jerusalem would again be like this in the last days.

The Context of Ezekiel 38

Ezekiel 38 must be understood within its context. Ezekiel was
a captive in Babylonand the book bearing his name records series
of prophecies which he gave. Ez. 33:2139:29 is a complete
section within the book. | understand Ez. 33:21,22 to mean that
Ezekiel opened his mouth and gave the six prophetic utterances in
this section on thaight before the exiles received the news that
Jerusalem had fallen. It was on the fifth day of the tenth month of
the1year of the exile (Ez. 33:2
by Divine inspiration that evening, and he gave these messages
through thenight until the messenger arrived in the morning with
the news that Jerusalem had fallen. Each of the six messages begi
with the rubric AThen the word
The message has been that Judah shall enter a new covenan
althoughthere will be terrible times of trouble and judgment for
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both her and her enemies. Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians, and so

it is understandable that the invasion described in chapter 38
alludes to the Babylonian invasion, but climaxing in the good news
that Messiahds coming wild./ save
was that the tragedy of losing Jerusalem was to be repeated again,
on an even grander scale, in the last dagsl yet it was to be but a
prelude t o Messi ahos tri umphal
establ i shment of Godos Ki ngdom
nations listed in Ez. 38 may well have been those who were
confederate with Babylon in the historical invasion of Judhis
woul d have been their relevance
cgptives in Babylon. Ten natiorfeom within the landare listed in

total, plus Perssand Revel ation speaks of
dominated by Babylon but having ten horns, or powers, associated
with it. These would correspond to the ten toes of thegemaf
Daniel 2. The significance of theations listed is that they are from

every point of the compass around Jerusalem: Gomer and
Togarmah from the North, Persia from the East, Cush from the
South and Put / Tarshish from the West. The common description
of the invasion of Judah by o6all
to term in the prophecy of Ez. 38.

The Nations of Ezekiel 38

We naturally wahto know who precisely thgpecific nations refer

to. But readers of Ezekiel will have been struck byftet that a
number of the nations listed have already been mentioned in
Ezekiel in prophecies which predict or describe their destruction.
Tyre (Tarshish), Meshech and Tubal have all been described as
having come to their en(Ez. 27:13; 32:5,26,27; Theimpression,
therefore, is that there will be a latter dayival of these nations.

And that is what we are seeing happening in the lands around
Israel, whose peoples and geographical areas were dormant and
insignificant for centuriesuntil their revivalin recent times. And

now the IS includes many of those territories or ethnic groups.
30



They have arisen out of the barren deserts of the Middle East to
become a major player in the geopolitical situation of todang

their intention is clearly and ultimdgeto invade Israel and destroy
the Jews. Indeed, they have already taken much dadrdte/ land
promised to Abrahamindeed, Ez. 38:4 opens the prophecy by

saying that God wi l |l 6returnod
Hebraism is well translateé | s ewher e as Or es
of é06. A revived Gog means a r

guestion is, why does Ezekiel not specifically mention Assyria /
Babylon as the leader of this group of nations? Why refer obliquely
to them as 'Gog'? The answany be that because Ezekiel was a
captive in Babylon at the time, he referred to them under this code
name. Peter does the same in referring to Rome under the code
name of Babylon (1 Pet. 5:13}. may be that some of the other
nations mentioned in Ez. 38e likewise code namebecause it is

very hard to conclusively demonstrate teBatne of thenations or
peoples bearing exactly those
tme. The description of Gogdbds de
hard to take literalyand t hi s may mesh wel
used as a codename. See the later notes on Ezekiel 39.

Sheba, Dedan and the merchants of Tyre / Tarshish (Ez. 38:13) are
the nations of the extreme East and West of the land promised to
Abraham. The picture is ofidael's enemies coming at her like a
whirlwind from all points of the compass. There may not,
therefore, be undue significance in the actual names of the nations
rather is the picture being created of all the surrounding nations,
from every point of the @ampass, coming against Israel under the
leadership of Gog. The "young lions" of Tyre could refer to "all her
kings" [as in the Jewish Targum on this phrase], "all her traders" or
"all her villages". The idea that these three nations will join in with
the nvasion, rather than challenge it, is the implication of the
Hebrew. Seelacob Milgrom and Daniel Israel BlocEzekiel's

Hope: A Commentary on Ezekiel-88 (Wipf & Stock, 2012) p.
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122The nations with Gog are defi nce
kingso f t h e theeleadetsofothe peoples within the earth /
eretzpr omi sed to Abraham. These are
/ landd which are so often mentioned in Revelation as coming
against Godds people as part of
17:2,18; 18:3,9).This alludes to the kings of the earth who are
raised up from the borders of the earth / land and come with
Babylon to invade 1| srael (Jer . 5
of the earthdé suggests theralike 6t he
the globe, but rather to a specifically defined territory. That
territory is the land promised to Abrahakvhen we read that all

Aithe kings of the eartho came f |
hear Sol omonds wisdom, imehd iearwtil
as the land promised to Abraham. The Queen of Sheba was at the
end of that earth / land; but the kings of New Zealand or Hawaii

di dndt come.

The manner of Gogdés destruction
those with him. They will be det r oyed by every |
turning against his brother (Ez. 38:21). But this is the very
language of the curse upon Ishmael, the forefather of so many of

the Moslem people who now live in the territory of the land
promised to Abraham (Gen. 16:12).

The Desire for Spoil

Ezekiel 38 describes the desire of the invaders to take the wealth
and houses of the land of Israel. This is precisely the language used
in the Koran regarding how Moslems have a duty to take these
things from the disobedient children of Isrd@llah brought those

of the People of the Scripture... down from their strongholds, and
cast panic into their hearts. Some ye slew, and ye made captive
some. And Allah caused you to inherit their land and their houses

and their wealth, and land ye have not trodddlah is ever able to
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do all things" (Sura 33.26,27)he jihadists are carefully observant
of the Koran and Hadith, which so often are garbled versions of the
Bible, doubtless because Mohammad first heard the Bible in an
oral form or by rumour passed og tvavelers. But by their careful
observance of their holy books, the jihadists will in fact fulfil Bible
prophecy exactly.

The Koran teaches that Moslems who go to battle with the Jews
will not only win but will be rewarded with much spoil: "And
much body that they will capture. Allah is ever Mighty, Wise.
Allah promiseth you much booty that ye will capture... that it may
be a token for the believers" (Sura 48.19,20). The enthusiasm of the
Ezekiel 38 invaders for "spoil* and "prey" is therefore appedpri

for Islamic jihadist invaders.

The Number of Nations

| have explained elsewhere that the latter day beast with ten horns
is to dominate theeretz/ land of Israel, the area promised to
Abraham from Egypt to the Eupt
image are rooted in the earth / land, and these are the basis for the
ten horns in the later development of that vision in Daniel 7 and
Revelation. This entity is dominated by a charismatic leader, the
little horn; also expressed in Revelation as the whoragithe
beast. In Ezekiel 38, we have ten nations plus Persia, led by an
individual called Gog [readingoshn o t as a nation
princeo, as it is always el sew
all from within the land promised to Abrahamgdause they are
extracted from the list of nations in the land in Genesis 10. The
picture presented is of ten nations or leaders [horns, toes] from
within the land promised to Abrahamperhaps to be fulfilled in an
Islamic State dominating that area, witn leaders or factions or
peoples under its contrdPlus Persial r a n . l'tds wunt
current geopolitics that such an invasion would happen and Iran
would not get involved. They wilaccor di ng to Ez

also worth noting that ShebagBan and Tarshish appear to join in
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the invasion as a separate entity. We are left wondering whether
this has relevance to the three horns mentioned separately in Dan.
7:8,20,24.

The Table of Nations in Genesis 10

Another approach is suggested by the way tlearly allof the nations
mentioned occur in the table of nations in Genesis 10. Magog, Meshech,
Tubal, Cush[ AV A Et hPutd ;Aiva of] L, i Gorgea, O dgarmah,
Dedan Tarshishand Sheba are all mentioned thdrefact, all of them

apart from Persidlran is beyond the land promised to Abrahaffe
connection between Ezekiel 38 and the Genesis 10 table of nations must
therefore be highly significantThat table of nations served as an
explanation to ancientgel of the origins of the nations in tleeetz/

land promised to Abrahanthey wondered why they were attacked and
opposed by the peoples of the lamehd Moses was given Genesis to
explain to them the context of geography and history in which they were
situated. Genesi s and the Pent at e
geography and geopolitics for His people. Given this relevance to the
situation in the land promised to Abraharmjsi foolhardy to speculate

that Shem, Ham or Japheth refer to Africaigropeans etc. Ham refers
specifically to fiCanaano, antke hi s
predicted tension between Shem and Ham refers to théwtension,

and not any other tension such as between black people and white
European colonialists. T is just wishful thinking, and reflects the
cavalier, opportunistic usage of Bible verses for whiclf' t@ntury
Western European theologians have become famous

The name®f the peoples mentioned aelely relevant to the land
promised to AbrahamThus when we read that Togarmah comes
from fAthe nofiqufarberdéi o[ AZz. 38:
the northern limit of the land éretz promised to Abrahamrlhe

allusion to tle Genesis 10st of nationsin Ez. 38 would therefore

be to signal that th@eoples of the land, the kings of the land,
would come up against Israel in the last daysd the only outside

nation who joins in is Persia / IramAnd that is absolutely
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imaginable todayThe numerical value in the Hebrew for the term
Gog and Magogs seventy and there are 70 peoples listed in the
table of nations in Gen. 10. There is no need to become fixated by
issues of historical geography in trying to locate where these
peoples may have once livetthey are all within the land promised

to Abraham.Any reference to Russia, Turkey, Europe etc. is
thereby made inappropriate.

Rev. 20: 8 parallels all t he na
deceive the nations which are in the four quarters / borders of the
land / earth, Gog and Magog, to gathteh em t oget her
The language of deceit is also picking up that of Ezekiel 38 about
Gog."l will drive you forward" (Ez. 39:2, AV "leave the sixth part

of thee") appears to be a Hebraism meaning 'l will deceive you' ;
see Sedacob Milgrom and Dael Israel Block,Ezekiel's Hope: A
Commentary on Ezekiel 38 (Wipf & Stock, 2012) p. 20. Gog is

led into the conflict by God, and the entire showdown is not so
much between Gog and Israel as between God and Gog. The event
in the Middle East are not, éhefore, running out of control. All is
carefully planned and executed by God, just as the historical
Assyrian was a rod in Yahweh's hand, manipulated by Him.

Focus on Jerusalem

The invasion comes against "the navel of the land" (Ez. 38:12).
This could bea reference to the ultimate 'high place’, Jerusalem.
Both the Bible and Judai sm spe
6coming downdé from there. The
Dydima, Miletus and Delphi as being 'the navel of the land'; so
there cald be a reference to the temple mount. Or it could allude to
how the land currently inhabited by Israel is the highest point in the
land promised to Abraham, from the Euphrates to the river of
Egypt. Just as Assyriabs drdag us
Assyrian will have the same interest. And that fits an Islamic
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Assyrian, for Jerusalem is the burning issue for Isl@he many
allusions to the Assyrian invasion which we find in Ezekiel 38 are
specifically alluding to how Assyria came up agaidstusalem

Gog O6ascendsd against the once
plural for the great mountain Zion?], he O6comes upo
land (Ez. 38:9,116, 39:2 quite some emphagisThe language of
bascent o i s rel evant s prasalent i ¢ al
specificaly. And Rev. 20: 9 has Gogbs ar
up against JerusaleniThe ISIS MagazineDabig number 4
(October 2014) is cleahat whatever battles are going on in Iraq
and Syri a, t heir f ocWesperfarijtii mad e |
here while our eyesareupor@u d s o0 (p. 4) .

2.1.3Israel Dwelling in Peace andSafely

I should sidetrack to explain t

safetyd in Ez. 38 could refer t
Kingdom; or it could refer ta sense of security which arises in
l'iterally the very |l ast days bef

some peace agreement being reached. Whenever the invasion
happens chronologically is not our immediate concern; what is
significant is the preparatioof the geopolitical situation to enable

such a situation. And that is what we are seeing now developing.
Further, | calculate ten nations in Ez. 38 on the basigdisatis a
proper noun meaning 6chief princ
bearing thenamerosh There was no such nation. All attempts to

force this word into equivalence with the Kievaurs, from whence

O0Russi ab, are opportunistic and
t wo words contain two identical
meam they are one and the same wo
you come to take a spoil ?0 i n Ez
rather said with the i mplication
will come too! 6.
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The destruction of the Ezekiel 38 invasi® described in
Ezekiel 39:1720 in terms of a great supper, and the language is the
basis for the description of the final destruction of "the beast and
the kings of the earth and their armies" at the 'bird supper' in Rev.
19:17,18. The nations listed Ee. 38 are therefore the kings of the
earth / land. They cannot, therefore, refer to nations outside of the
land promised to Abraham (e.g. England and Russia). The
emphasis upon horses in Ez. 38;9,15,22; 39:4,11 and the
destruction / 'eating’ of theflesh is matched by the horse mounted
nations of Rev. 19:121 being destroyed and their flesh likewise
‘eaten’. The calling for a sword against Gog is matched by the
sword proceeding out of Christ's mouth in Rev. 19. It isn't therefore
incidental that Reslation 20:8 goes on to use the terms Gog and
Magog in describing the final enemies of God. The nations with
Gog and Magog come from "the four corners of the earth / land"
(Rev. 20:8), and this is alluding to how the nations with Gog in Ez.
38 are from thefour compass points around Israel. This is
incidental proof that the ten nations of Ez. 38 are all with Gog;
"Are you come to take a spoil?" of Ez. 38:13 is therefore not a
protest but rather a joining in with the group spoiling of Israel. The
destructionof the Gog invasion by fire (Rev. 20:9) is exactly as in
Ez. 38:22; 39:6. | would go with Harry Whittaker's suggestion that
this invasion of Rev. 20:8 is when the 1000 year reign is
established [not "expired” as in AV]; this would fit with the beast /
Gog coming against Christ once He has returned and Israel are
dwelling confidently and safely. The beast is destroyed at Christ's
return, and yet has a revival. This is very much the theme of the
various prophecies about the beast receiving a deadly wound but
reviving. Yet the chronological issues should not overly concern
us. | have elsewhere explained that Bible prophecy is conditional,
and therefore there are various possible outcomes and sequences (
events. And further, it seems likely that the naturéiroé will be
compressed or changed around the time of the Lord's return.
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The invasion occurs when Israel dwell safely, without bars and
gates. This is indeed the language of the Kingdom of God on earth,
and the idea of Israel dwelling safely has been usdtizekiel to
describe the situation for Israel after they have repented and
accepted Christ (Ez. 34:25,27,28)ote however that the AV and
LXX of Ez. 39:26 suggest that the peace and safety perioefase
t he i nvasi on an dAfter teat they have ddrne Me s s |
their shame, and all their trespasses whereby they have trespassed
against me, when they dwelt safely in their land, and none made
t hem a ftcauld bedthat the invasion happens after Christ has
returned and the little stone has begto establish Kingdom
conditions in the land of Israel. This would then fit with Psalm 2,
which describes the kings of the earth [a term used by the IS about
themselves] attacking Jerusalem with Christ enthroned there. But
this need not make us think thherefore Ezekiel 38 is irrelevant to
present conditions. Because Christ could return today and establish
His Kingdom in Jerusalem. But the enemies of Israel, Gog and his
followers, would have been moved into a position whereby they
could immediately theattack Him. Or it could be that in line with
predictions in Daniel 8 and 11, Israel make a covenant with their
enemies which appears successful, and then when all are saying
"peace and safety, then sudden destruction comes". But the very
same words are ad about Hazor's confident state just before the
Babylonian invasion: "Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has made
a plan against you and formed a purpose against R@e up,
advance against a nation at ease, that dwells securely, declares the
LORD, that hasio gates or bars, that dwells alone. Their camels
shall become plunder, their herds of livestock a spoil* (Jer.
49:30,31). As Babylon invaded Hazor, so the latter day Gog, as a
revived BabylorAssyria, will invade Israel. Hazor was not then in
the Kingdomof God; the language rather speaks of self confidence
and assurance. This is indeed how the Hebrew word translated
"safely" in Ez. 38:14 is elsewhere used (Jud. 8:11; 18:7 "they lived
carelessly”; Job 11:18; Prov. 3:29; Is. 32:17 "assuredness”; Is. 47:8
"carelessly"; Ez. 28:26 "with confidence"; 30:9 "careless"; 39:6
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"carelessly"; Mic. 2:8 "securely"). Such a position could be brought
about by an Israeli military victory against her enemies, or by a
peace agreement which appears to hold.

|t could be argued that becau
describe any success of the invasion or suffering of Israel, that it
therefore describes a futile attack on the Lord Jesus once He is
established in Jerusalem. However, the absence of sughalge
doesnodt mean that the iltcouldbe on
that the focus of Ezekiel 38 and 39 is upon the final destruction of
the invader, and therefore the suffering of Israel is not mentioned
because that is not the burden of these esaabout Gog. The
perspective is not Sso much up:t
rather upon Gogds conflict wit
issue far higherGog is to have a showdown with God through
making this invasionGog comes to take spo{Ez. 38:12,13). But
Zech. 14:1 uses the same word in predicting that Jerusalem will
indeed be captured by the final invaders, the women raped, and
Ayour spoi l shall be We mustdleod i
gi ve due wei gThdhouseofdiaet shall Rr®dw tha2l: |
am the LORD their God, from t
salvation from Gog and the pr
persuades | srael that Yahweh i
That reads very awkwardly if they have attgaepented and are
sitting happil ywhenthe Ezekeld38 invdsion g o
happens

Ezekiel 39

The punishment of Gog will include the punishment of those living
in "the coastal lands" of the land (Ez. 39:6). This is surely the Gaza
Strip. The latte day Assyrian will therefa have connection with

the Palstinians in Gazawhich is exactly what we are seeing in the
connection between the IS and the Palestinians. We can note tha
they are described as living peaceably, like Israel in Ez. 38; this
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might support the suggestion that the peace and safety in the land is
brought about by an Israglirab peace accord that appears to last.

Understandable concern has been raised concerning the seven
months of burning Gog's corpses, and the rather unreabff¢leé
punishments of Gog and the cleansing of the land in Ezekiel 39.
Notice the usage of the number seven. There are seven enemies of
Israel listed in the opening part of Ezekiel 38, joined in later by
another three. The enemies have seven weapons 43, 8even
year®worth of fuel is provided by burning them (Ez. 39:9), and it
takes seven months to burn the corpses (Ez. 39:12). One wonders
whether we are intended to read the 'sevens' literally, or whether
this is a device to indicate completenel$sindeed the language
here is figurative, then we are
as a codename rather than seek for a literal histgeographical
reference for him.

A Final Comfort

"And My holy Name | will make known in the midst of My people
Israel, and | will not let My holy Name be profaned anymore" (Ez.
39:7) surely alludes to the similar language used in Lev. 22:31,32
about the sanctification of God's Name in Israel as a result of their
obedience to Him. We can therefore see in this a hiut tie
invasion leads to Israel's repentance.

2.2 Daniel 11

Dani el 11 speaks of an invasio
northo which results in a time ¢
was, and the standing up adahle 0 Mi c

dead. The period of history between Dan. 11:39 and :40 is not
described because it is irrelevant to the Jews in Israel, just as there

is a gap in fulfilment between the iron legs and the feet in the
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historical outworking of the image in Daniel 2. Thecton
speaking of the last days begins by saying that the king of the north
hears fAtidingso (Dan. 11: 44) .
the time of her invasion of Israel and siege of Jerusalem: " | will
send a blast upon him, and he shall heamzowr, and shall return

to his own land" (2 Kings 19:7Thus at the very time of Assyria's
destruction by God, her previous allies turned against her,
exemplifying how Arab idfighting will be one of the means which
God will use to finally destroy them (£b. 14:13, etc.). "A blast"
(Heb. 'ruach’, a spirit/angel?) being sent upon Sennacherib is the
same term used about Pharaoh's destruction (Ex. 15:8) and that o
Babylon (Jer. 51:1), both of which are typical of the final Islamic
defeat. Babylon also hearsmours' at the time of her destruction
(Jer. 51:46)It is to these 'rumours' of wars within the land / earth
promised to Abraham which Christ may allude in Mt. 24:6,
speaking of "rumours of wars" in the very last dayse smaller
nations associated witBabylon/Assyria also hear "tidings" (same
word translated "rumour") in Jer. 49:23, showing that they meet the
same judgment as 'Assyria’ to some extent.

Close analysis of Dan. 11:4 reveals that it is couched in
terms of the Ez. 38 invasion, which Isased upon that of
Assyria. However, it is also full of direct allusions to the Assyrian
invasion:

"The king of the north" (Dan. 11:40)Assyria (cp. Zeph.2:13).

"Shall come against him like a whirlwind" (Dan. 11:40), as
God will against the invaders iresponse to this (Zech. 9:14,
28:2). God comes up "like a storm... a cloud to cover the land" in a
similar way (Ez. 38:9). A whirlwind attacks from all sides. The
combined typology of the previous invasions has shown them
coming from all points ofthe compass. The final combined
'‘Assyrian’ invasion will also have this feature, as it did in
Hezekiah's time.

"With chariots, and with horsemen" (Dan. 11:40), for which

the Assyrians were famous, and Gog likewise (Ez. 38:4).
41



"He shall enter into the cotmes” (Dan. 11:40) as Assyria did
en routeto Israel; "and shall overflow and pass over" (Dan. 11:40),
as Assyria under Sennacherib (Is. 8:8; 43:2) and Babylon (Jer.
47:2) are said to have don&he Hebrew root for "overflow"
means "to cleanse”, occurginin Ez. 16:19 concerning God
'thoroughly washing away' Israel's sins in the last days, as a result
of their final tribulations. Thus the 'Assyrian’ ‘overflowing' of the
land in the last days will result in Israel's spiritual cleansing. "The
consumption dcreed (the final invasion) shall overflow in
righteousness” (Is. 10:22)He shall enter also into the land of
delight" (Dan 11:41 A.V. mg.)At the time of Sennacherib's
destruction, God termed the land 'delight' (Is. 62:4).

This could indicate that ih invasion comes after the return of
Christ and the establishment of the Kingddine ambiguity is
because of the 'variable' timing of Christ's return, seeing this is
related to Israel's spiritual reformatierat least it appears this is
how God wishessito see it.

"Many countries shall be overthrown" (Dan. 11:21)Kings
18:34 lists these countries in the Sennacherib confai.
confirms that there will be conflict throughout the land / earth
immediately prior to the final 'Assyrian’ attack on Israale are
seeing this before our eyes.

"But these shall escape out of hsnd even Edom, and Moab,
and the chief fbsh) of the children of Ammon (Dan.
11:41). These areas were not meddled with by Sennachirédre
is a triple emphasis on how the otimations fell into his "hand" in
2 Kings 18:3335.

"He shall stretch forthhis handal so upon t he
continues this "hand" connection, "and the land of Egypt shall not
escape" (Dan. 11:42)here is a possible allusion here to Moses
stretching outis hand upon Egypt (Ex. 9:15), which would show
that the latteday "king of the North" will claim that he has
received Divine guidance to judge Israflssyria's invasion of
Egypt was associated with that of Israel, further demonstrating that
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the invasbn of Dan. 11:4#3 is alluding to Sennacherib's battle
plan.

"He shall have power over the treasures of gold and silver"
(Dan. 11:43). We are seeing the IS fulfil this by taking over oil
wealth as well as billions of dollars of gold reserves.

"The Libyans and the Ethiopians shall be at his steps" (Dan.
11:43) may appear to contradict Ethiopia suddenly becoming
opposed to Assyria during the final attack on Jerusalem (2 Kings
19:9). This can be reconciled by realizing that Dan. 11 speaks of
two phase in this final invasion. Ethiopia is with Assyria during
the blitzkrieg towards and through Israel, but is not necessarily
with her in the final 'going forth with great fury' against Jerusalem
(Dan. 11:44).

There were these same two phases in the Assymiototype
the "great fury" of the king of the north is modelled upon
Sennacherib's rage of 2 Kings 19:27,PBe fact that Ethiopia is
described as being with Gog in the Ezek. 38 invasion may be an
indication that this prophecy is not concerning thalf push on
Jerusalem, but rather the Assyrian/Arab pillaging of the land for "a
spoil and a prey... cattle and goods" (Ez. 38:12) after the pattern of
the neighbouring peoples raiding the land in the Judges
period. Ethiopia being mentioned in tandem lvitibya in both Ez.
38:5 and Dan. 11:43 could suggest that the North African Arabs
break ranks with those of 'Assyria’ during the attack on Jerusalem,
as evidently occurred in Hezekiah's time (2 Kings 19:9).

"He shall plant the tabernacles of his palade.the glorious
holy mountain” of Zion (Dan. 11:45) is the language of Is. 14:13,14
concerning both Sennacherib and Nebuchadnezzar desiring to take
JerusalemThus Dan. 11:45 is saying that the laitery
Assyria/Babylon will do this, seeing that Jerusaleill be taken
by their final invasion (Zech. 14:2). Dan. 12:1 says that it is at this
time of the lattelday Assyrian/ "king of the north" being in
Jerusalem, that Israel will suffer "a time of trouble such as never
was", out of which the righteous rermavill be delivered ("every
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one that shall be found written in the book™) by God's intervention,
which will be associated with the resurrection (Dan. 12:2).

2.3 Micah 5
Mi cah 5 speaks of how At he Ass
the Lord Jesus,thenoe born i n Bet hl ehem whc

unto the ends of the eartho at H
Oretur nd t o4). Fhe estalflidtment of the :Kihgdom on

earth and repentance of | srael W
come intoo u r |l ando and the Lord Jes
i nvasi on. This | atter day Assyri

(Mic. 5:5). This is likely an intensive plural for the great palace of
Israel, the temple. The Lord Jesus uses this language in predicting
that Jerusalem shall be trodden d
ti mes of the Gentileso are fulf
Gentile treading down of Jerusalem likely refer to the 1260 days /
three and a half years of the final tribulation. The treadmgndof
Jerusalem wil/| therefore be by
Jerusalem is the great goal of militant Islam and the Islamic State.
This is the treading down of God
horn of Dan. 8:10. ThAes slyirtitalned ; h
charismatic leader of the Islamic State would fit the job description
exactly.
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Chapter 3 The Black Flags

| have made the point earlier that the latter day invasion of the
eretz/ land / earth of Israel will be distinctly religiouslyotivated.
There will be a conscious attempt to fulfil the words of the Koran
and Hadith. Islamic prophetic tradition in the Hadith predicts:

AAr mies carrying black fl ags
could refer to Afghanistan, the home of@heda; ord Kurdistan
the area where the Islamic State currently is developing). No power
will be able to stop them and they will finally reach Eela (Baitul

Magdas in Jerusal em) where t he
Magqdas or At he hol ye TemopledMeunt in s
Jerusalem. Source:

http://musliminsuffer.wordpress.com/2008/10/14/victoriausy
of-black-banners. Abdul Rahman aWahabi inThe Day of Waith
states:

AThe final battl e wil. be wa
t he backs of horsesé carrying
the East side of the Jordan River and will wage war that the earth
has never seen before. The true Messiah who isklw@ic Mahdi
will defeat Europe, will lead this army of Seljuks [Turks]. He will
preside over the world from Jerusalem becadseca would have
been destroyed. Ot her parts of the Ha

AThe bl ack flags wil/ come f
with long hair and beards, their surnames are taken from the names
of their home towns (i.e. Khosti or from Khost etc.) and their first
names ar e f r(Asmal KasafkKLieyygma Blahdiyy
Maliki Li Kull-id Dunya Biemrillahil Malik, Qalda bin Zayd) We
note that the Islamic State is insisting that all men must grow
beards in the areas they occupy.

Alf you see the Black Banner
them immediately, even if you must crawl over ice, because indeed
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amongst them is the Caliph, Mahdi . 60 [ Narrated o
Ibn Majah, AlHakim, Ahmad]. All the talk of following the

Caliph, the leader of the IS, fits in with the Biblical picture of a
specific antiChrist figure developing in the last days. There has
been no Caliph in the Moslenworld since 1924 until Al-
Baghdadi, leader of the IS, was declared Caliph in 2014.

ASurely Black Flags wil!/ appea
people (under the leadership of this flag) will tie their horses with
the Olive Trees between BatLahya andHarasta. We asked are

there any Olive trees between th
then soon it will grow so that those people(of Khorasan) will come
and tie their horses theredo. Be

Authority of about 40,000 gople in the northern Gaza Strip.
Harasta, also known as HarastaBakal, is a Syrian city
administratively belonging to Rif Dimashg. This is the situation
foretold in 1|s. 9: 12 AThe Syrian
€ shall devoumr nhosutahed. wBeiht olpaehi
Hamas terrorist activity against Israel, and has frequently been the
focus of Israel raids and bombardment
http://www.bbc.com/news/worlthiddle-east28290018 . The
uprising in the Gaza Strip is clearly orchestrated and funded by
ISIS.

Al f y ou see the bl ack (meanir
Khurasan (Afghanistan), join that army, even if you have to crawl
over ice, for this is the army of the Caliph, tiahdi and no one
can stop that army wuntil it reac
AThey wil | def eat the companic
comes to the House of Jerusalem where he will establish his power
for the Mahdi, and he will be supplied with three hundred (men)
from Syria after his arrival and the matter will be settled for the
Mahdi. The eminent saints (Abdal) of Syria and the best people
of Irag will come to him and swear allegiance to him
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he will send an army to Iraq and kill a hundred thousand in Az
Zawra. Sojoin him in Meccad he i s t he Ma h
Hudhayfah asked: 00 Messenger
hi m?6 He replied: fHehelodksliketheman
men from the children of Israel, upon him are two white cloaks
with frayesd fedtgedds. |i ke a col o

AThe Prophet sai d: AThe Mahdi
face is like a glittering star, his skin is the colour of an Arab, and
his body is like that of Israel. He will fill the earth with justice just
asit will have been filled by injustice, and the dwellers of Heaven
and Earth will be pleased with

There is a conscious attempt by the IS to fulfil these
predictions.They arose from Afghanistait was the American war
against Al Qaeda tihe which led to Islamic extremism flooding
Westwards from Afghanistan into Iran and Irag. And it was Al
Qaeda who spawned the I¥he black flag has been observed
amidst the protests and riots in Egypt, Libya, Sudan, Nigeria,
Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, Syri&uwait, Bahrain, Iran, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Indonesia, India, Turkey, Jerusalem,
Gaza and even Germany, Australia and England. Across the world,
Muslims of every race, tribe and nation are marching under the
same black banner. Another nametfte flag in ArabicisaE q Ub

and is sometimes referred to a
is called 6The Union Jackod6 and
stripesé. And the eagle is a s\

IS Aims for Jerusalem

AArmies carrying black flags
power will be able to stop them and they will finally reach Eela,
(Bai tul Maqgdas, AThe Holy Hous
erect their flagso.
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Without doubt, the taking alerusalem is high on the agenda
of the Islamic State. It is also high on the agenda of the Palestinians
within the land of Israel. The Hamas Covenant again refers to the
idea of the black fl ags. Arti cl
strives to raisethbeanner of All ah over eve
This is the significance of the black flags of the Islamic State being
raised over the surrounding territories. The intended next
placement for them is clearly in Israel. They also see the assault on
Israel anl the Jews as hastening the last day. Article 7 of the Hamas
Covenant states: ARnThe Prophet,
salvation, has said: "The Day of Judgement will not come about
until Moslems fight the Jews (killing the Jews), when the Jew will
hide behind stones and trees. The stones and trees will say O
Moslems, O Abdulla, there is a Jew behind me, come and Kkill
hi moo. In their desire for the
invade Israel and try to kill the Jews there. The theological basis of
the Islamic State is likewise that the last day will be hastened by
armed conflict with the Jews. Such an invasion of Israel is required
by Bible prophecy before the return of Christ and the day of
judgment. The Moslems will seek to bring this about byading
Israel and killing as many Jews as they can; this is the basis of their
invasion of Israel.
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Chapter 4 The Significance of the Euphrates

The drying up of the Euphrates spoken of in Rev. 16:12 is
what enables the seventh trumpet and seventh seairte to pass
and they refer to the coming of Christ. It cannot be insignificant
that the Islamic State are battling for control of the dams on the
Euphrates. The control of rivers, dams, and water installations is a
major weapon in the ISIS tactical aramg. This was indeed how it
was in the time of Saddam Hussein. For more information on this,
see Vidal, JohnThe Guardiar? July 2014)."Water supply keyo
outcome of conflicts in Iraq and Syria, experts warn"

The waters of a river are symbolic of nations (Is. 23:10),
specifically the Assyrians in Is. 8:7, Zech. 10:11 and Jer.-2t18
could be that the reference is to the drying up or destructiahgas
met aphor of 6drying upd means]
fertile crescent. And these are the very areas where the Islamic
State is so active. The Assyri
river [Euphrates] o which were
7:20). This is the basis for the language of Rev. 9:14, where four
Angels are bound by the river Euphrates and unleashed in the senst
that a huge army is let loose from beyond that river in order to
judge an impenitent Israel. We recall that it was arged which
stood upon the river in Dan. 12:6. We note that Greece likewise
was likened to a ram held back by a river, which it jumped over
(Dan. 8:3). The latter day power restrained by the Euphrates is
therefore to be based upon the historical AssyriaGregce. Again
we see how the image of Daniel 2 stands complete in the last days,
because the final entity which dominates Israel will incorporate
elements of the previous dominators, such as Assyria and Greece.
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Euphrates was the boundary of the land psechto Abraham.
Israel were thrown out of their land by being taken 'beyond the
river [Euphrates]’, just as Adam was cast out of Eden, which
appears to have been bounded by the Euphrates. The 200,000 (or
RV "twice ten thousand times ten thousand") horsemere bound
at [RV; Gk. epi the Euphrates (Rev. 9:14), which is the northern
border of the land promised to Abraham (Gen. 15:18; Ex. 23:31;
Dt. 1:7; Josh. 1:4; 2 Sam. 8:3¥hen Judah were taken to Babylon
to be punished, this is described as their bgingished in the
border of Israel (Ez. 11:10,11). Babylon was located on the border
of the land promised to Abrahanfihe idea is clearly that these
hordes will comefrom that northern border, the Euphratasd
invade Israel. The Islamic State is alreadsing pictures of
horsemen as symbolic of their mission. The Greek text speaks of
"twice ten thousand times ten thousand”, recalling the way that the
image of Daniel 2 and the beasts of Daniel 7 will be destroyed
when "ten thousand times ten thousand" dtaefore the judgment
seat of Christ (Dan. 7:10). Once the Euphrates is no longer allowed
to restrain these hordes, they will race towards Isea®l judgment
by the returned Lord Jesus. Hence the huge significance of the fact
that the IS now controls tHeuphrates river and is looking towards
Israel. Note too the language of Mic. 5:6he latter day Assyrian
wi || Atread within our borderso
return. Revelation is putting this another way, in saying that the
hordes of invads will come from beyond the Euphrates, the
border of Israel.

The significance of twice ten thousand times ten thousand"
may be in that the latter day dominators of Israel are split into two
broad camps, represented by the two feet of the image of Dhniel
may be a reference to the Sunr8hia division within Islam, or to
the two centers of domination of Israel which will appear based in
Gaza and the West Bank. Dan. 7:10 contrasts these "ten thousand
times ten thousand” who are to be judged with tlreighnds who

minister unto the judge, the Lord Jesus; the thousands of the Lord
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Jesus will stand in opposition to the thousands of the latter day
invaders, just as the true Christ will face off against theG@intist.

The Restraint Lifted

"The river" was Biblically the language of Euphrates; the
Assyrian invasion is described as the River [i.e. Euphrates] bursting
upon Israel (Is. 8:#8). This invasion is described as the loosing of
four Angels (Rev. 9:15,16). It could be that four Angele a
involved in the work of arranging this geopolitical situation; or it
could be that each Angel represents a particular subdivision of the
IS. Note how "the Angel of the bottomless pit" refers both to a
Heavenly Angel and to a human leader on earth,anttie princes
of the earth have their Angelic representative in the court of
Heaven. These are surely the same four Angels of Rev. 7:1,2 who
had been holding the winds from blowing on the land of Israel;
restraining the nations around Israel from destrgyt from 1948
onwards. But they will no longer hold back the winds; they will
loose the horsemen previously restrained by the Euphrates. This
may happen in practice by the restraining power of America and
the West being no longer permitted to operatehayfour Angels.
At the time of writing, it's highly significant that most of the cities,
towns and areas now controlled by the IS are on the East bank of
the Euphrates; the river is as it were holding back IS from
advancing Westwards into the land prordide Israel. But that
restraint is now being lifted’his idea of a restraint in place is to be
found in 2 Thess. 2:7,8t could be argued that the Roman Empire
was the restraining force written about by Pthere, and there will
be another restrainingoprer likewise in the last days. In practice,
not only has the West been t he
enemi es, but | srael 6s nucl ear
This may be removed, in whatever way, so that this is no longer a
restraining item

The trumpets, seals and vials do not have to be chronologically

consecutive events. They are different takes and angles on the sam
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events. The sixth Angel loosing the hordes bound at the Euphrates

is matched by the fifth Angel coming down to the lanid a
unlocking the bottomless pit with a key (Rev. 9;1t@is surely
refers to a Divine Angel |, as it
be given the key to his own prigoThis released the aggressive
locusts to swarm over the earth / land [of Israel] &rdand
persecute those in the |l and ©pro
taken t he Fat her 0s N domell theim t o t
hypocritical wearing of phylacteriedgain we have the metaphor

of restraint being lifted, and swarms of enemies pouring tin¢o

earth / land of IsraelThe seventh trumpet begins with the news

that there will be no more delay (Rev. 10:#)e idea is again of an
imposed delay / restraint being now lifteéacusts are symbolic of

| srael 6s neighbour i nyg7:12;Ner. #6:28;s ( D
Joel 1:4; 2:25). Especially significant is the reference in Am. 7:1
LXX, which we noted in chapter 2.1 :fius has the Lord God
shewed me; and, behold, a swarm of locusts coming from the east;
and, behol d, 0 n e . Thedacusts fpom Ithe east,, K i
headed by Gog, released by the fifth Angel, compares with the
kings from the east who are released by the sixth ArQsd

locusts arise out of the bottomless pit, just as the beast arises out of
the bottomless pit (Rev. 11:7; 17.8he beast is therefore another
image for the locusts; they all speak of the enemies of Israel
coming from the east and swarming the land. This is exactly the
situation being developed by the IS at the momEné locusts are
described as having long haiand striking as scorpions (Rev.
9:5,8) all very reminiscent of jihadist fighter&Ve note that the

locusts have an Ang&ling over them, called Abaddon / Apollyon

(Rev. 9:11) the destroyer. The idea is that their leader has an
Angel representative ieaven. Again, emphasis is placed upon

their having a specific leader, the antichrstThe destr oye
the Angel who destroyed the unfaithful Israelites (1 Cor. 10:10),

and the charge of the locusts and their leader is against the same
group, within tke land promised to Abraham.
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The invading hordes come out of the bottomlesshamth the
locusts and the beast arise from here (Rev. 9:1; 11:7; Th8y.
come up out of the "bottomless pit", the abyss, the "great furnace"
(Rev. 9:2). But the beast arsseout of the land [promised to
Abraham] in Rev. 13:2. We can therefore understand the
bottomless pit and great furnace as being within the land promised
to Abraham.The release of the locusts and smoke from the abyss
means that the sun is darkened (Ref),9vhich is the very figure
used for the latter day suffering of Israel at the hands of her
invaders (Joel 3:15; Mt. 24:290)he locusts of Joel 2:3 are pictured
as coming upon lIsrael as if it is the garden of Eden, and leaving it
as a desolate wilderness. This could connect with the revival of the
land of Israel since 1948 as the garden of Eden (Ez. 36:35); or it
could be thaEden is the same as the land promised to Abralgam.
31:9 speaks of Jerusalem surrounded by the Assyrians as a furnace
Judah's captivity in Babylon was as it were in a furnace of affliction
(Is. 48:10; Ez. 22:18,20,22). The deliverance of the faithfulsJe
from the furnace in Dan. 3:6,11 was an acted parable of Judah's
deliverance from captivity in Babylon / Persia and her empire
throughout the land promised to Abraham. And yet in Rev. 20:3,
the beast is again cast into the bottomless pit, clearly eiieg
condemnation and judgment. So it would seem that the judgment
upon the beast / locusts occurs several tintlesy are condemned /
judged and put in the bottomless pit, and then released, and then
placed there again. This probably speaks of varitages in the
judgment upon them. But it would be foolhardy to try to work out
an exact chronology ahead of time. The locusts / scorpions judge
the people in the land for five months (Rev. 913rt of the three
and a half year tribulation period. Whenhiéppens, it will all be
clear enough. But for now, the point is that these locust / scorpion
hordes, the beast, are restrained and yet then released, to come ar
destroy the unbelievers in the land / earth promised to Abraham. It
is this restraint which ware now seeing released, as the hordes
develop and begin to gush forth from the Euphrates.
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The similarities between Revelation 9 and Joel are striking,
and without question Joel is speaking of the neighbour nations
pouring i nt o (Theappdarancedf theniis as ther a e |
appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run. Like the
noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, like the
noise of a flame of fire that devours the stubble, as a strong peple
set in battle arra y érhey shall run like mighty men; they shall
climb the wall like men of war; and they shall march everyone on
his ways, and they sha | not b r e a kThey bhallirun tor a n k s «
and fro in the city; they shall run upon the wall, they shall climb up
upon the houses; they shall enter in at the windows like a thief. The
earth shall qguake before them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun
and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall withdraw their
shiningo-1®.Joel 2: 4
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Damascus

JORDAN
SAUDI ARABIA

ISIS: [[® presence, city controlled ‘g'g attacks
or contested

Kurdish: [] areas of control [ de facto region
(Syria) (Iraq)

Sources: Syria Needs Analysis Project; The Economist

The four Angels holding winds Rev. 9:16surely alludes to
the Angels gathering the elect from the four winds (Mt. 24:31; Mk.
13:27). The process of gathering the elect at the last day is part of
the same process as gathering the nations to judgment. It could be
that the final gatheringf the nations against Israel therefore occurs
at the same time as the gathering of the believers to judgment. It
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would seem that now all is in place for such a gathering of the
nations from beyond the Euphrateand therefore the Lord's
coming could be agally very near. The whole scene surely
consciously recalls that of Daniel 12, where Daniel sees Angels
standing on the banks of "the river", announcing that there must be
a time of terrible trouble for Israel lasting "time, times and a half"
(three and &half years?) and then the whole suffering of Israel
would be "finished" by the return of Messiah and establishment of
the Kingdom of God (Dan. 12:80). "The river" is not defined, but

the term is usually used in the prophets for the Euphrates; at the
very least it must refer to one of the rivers in the Tidtigohrates
basin. Note the significance of the river Ulai, a tributary of the
Euphrates, in Daniel 8. Revelation expands upon this by saying that
the Angels cease restraining the jihadist hordes aed thlease
them in the last days, when the Euphrates dries up. Biblically, the
drying up of water is so that armies can pass over (we think of the
Red Sea and Jordan being dried up for this intent). The final time of
trouble is brought about by Angels stamg upon "the river'and

the fact the Euphrates is now in the hands of the IS is therefore
highly significant.

It is also surely no coincidence that there are four nations
located to the East of the Euphrates, bound by harkey, Syria,
Irag and whais now effectively the nation of Kurdistan. Kurdish
independence and the development dedactostate of Kurdistan
is something we can expect to develop. It could just about be
argued that Iran is also effectively held back from the promised
land by tke Euphrates, but Iran doesn't in fact border the river. It
could be argued that the part of Turkey which is bound by the
Euphrates is Kurdish territory, and may form part of a future state
of Kurdistan if it is declared. In this case, the four nationsctcbel
Kurdistan, Syria, Iraq and Iraror perhaps the ISThese four
nations would be under the control of the four Angels bound at the
Euphrates, who then release them when the restraint is lifted.
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Let's be encouraged by the fact that the sixth Angel releases
the hordes from behind the Euphrates because of "a voice from the
four horns of the golden altar which is before God" (Rev. 9:13).

This is the incense altar, and earlier in the scene we le@ve s
the prayers of the faithful ascending from that altar, eliciting Divine
action from Heaven upon the earth (Rev.-8)3The releasing of
the peoples beyond the Euphrates which we are seeing before oul
eyesis actually a response to our prayeM/e prayand pray for
the second coming, and it seems as if nothing very concrete is
happening. But it is. The IS were raised up and given control of the
Euphrates and are being propelled on their mission to fulfil end
time prophecies, so that the culmination ncayne in the return of
the Lord Jesus to earth. In this context we can note that the
language of loosing the bound was used by the Lord in His
teaching that we can bind and loose things in Heaven (Mt. 16:19;
18:18) in this case, the Angels. This is the Bugjgnificance of
human prayer and action for God.

A Literal Drying Up of the Euphrates?

The drying up of the Euphrates in Rev. 16:12 is parallel with
the four Angels being released. Angels can represent nations, as we
find in Daniel in that each natiohas a representative Angel in the
court of Heaven. The Euphrates is literally drying uaterflows
are at their lowest ever in recorded history, and it may be that the
predicted water crisis in the Tigrisuphrates ecoregion is what
drives the peoples dhat area to look westwards towards lIsrael,
and to seek to resolve their problems by a unjiead against
Israel. The problem of water is acute in the region: "There are
t housands of new fdwater refug
displaced by the changdgso t hei r natur al e
villages are depopulated because of that. It has a terrible economic
i mpact upon t (Bakhtiap émpiny IHanan &Kighds™
Minister of Irag from 2004 to 2005, as quoted at

http://thoughtfulwander.blogspot.co.uk/2014/07/maashbs.html
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Historically, the literal drying up, or diversion, of the Euphrates
was what led to the fall of Babylon. It may well be that we are
intended to make thisonnection when we read in Rev. 16:12 of

the drying up of the Euphrates. The logical deduction is: 'So
Babylon is about to fall'. And the fall of Babylon is spoken of in

Revelation as coming about at the return of Christ to earth.

But it may not be simplyhat the Euphrates dries up of its own
accord. Now that the key dams are in the hands of the IS, it could
be that they like Saddam Hussein before them, dry up the river in
order to exert their power over others. And this will bring about the
required fulfiment of the prophecy. We recall how the King of
Assyria, another prototype of the latter day invader of Israel,
boasted that he had dried up rivers and manipulated water sources,
and therefore Jerusalem too would fall into his handlshave
digged and runk strange waters, and with the sole of my feet will |
dry up all the rivers(2 Kings 19:24).

The drying up of the Euphrates leads to unclean spirits like
frogs going out to deceive the nations and gather them to
Armageddon (Rev. 16:13). No particuladonvincing explanation
of the figure of frogs has yet been come up with. The suggestion
that it refers to the spirit of the French revolution is desperate; the
passage clearly demands a latter day fulfilment, and it would be
hard to demonstrate that lithg equality and fraternity came from
dragon, beast and false prophet. It would be impossible to argue
that e.g. the spirit of liberty came from the dragon, equality from
the beast, etc. The idea is surely that as a frog jumps, so the spirit or
teaching /influence of these entities spreads in leaps and bounds.
But the appropriacy of the symbol becomes apparent when we
realize that the Euphrates is fed by tributaries which feed into the
Euphrates through vast marshes. The marshes around the Euphrates
are ® vast that they have given rise to the description of the locals
there as 'the marsh Arabs'. Saddam Hussein drained some of these

marsh areas and cut off water to others in his attempt to persecute
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the very groups which later fought against him and réidexh into

the Islamic State. In a literal sense, the hordes pouring forth against
Israel are the result of the Euphrates being literally dried up.
Wikipedia claims that "According to the United Nations
Environmental Program and the AMAR Charitable Fouiodat
between 84% and 90% of the marshes have been destroyed sinc
the 1970s. In 1994, 60 percent of the wetlands were destroyed by
Hussein's regimé drained to permit military access and greater
political control of the native Marsh Arabs... After the 198ulf

War, Shia Muslims in southern Irag rebelled against Saddam
Hussein who in turned crushed the rebellion and further accelerated
the draining of the Central and Hammar marshes in order to evict
Shias that have taken refuge in the marshes"
[http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tigris%E2%80%93Euphrates_river_s
ystem and http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesopotamian_Magesh
accessed 12.08.2014].

These huge marshlands are full of frogs! The drying up of the
Euphrates would be bad news for the frogs, who will have to leap
and bound further afield in desperation. And so the idea seems to
be that the Angel dries up the Eugtas, the hordes burst forth over
that border towards the earth / land promised to Abraham; and the
teaching ofjihad against Israel, angemitism in its final term, is
spread by leaps and bounds out of the Euphrates basin, leading
people from throughouhe region and indeed the whole world, to
come up against Israel. We note that there are even jihadist fighters
from Australia fighting for the IS at the momedabel 3:9 speaks of
huge multitudes of people being ‘awoken' and going up to
Jerusalem. The pteodern daze in which many people now live
has created a desire for reality, for action, for escape from the
virtual world into something truly exciting and passionate. And this
is why well heeled young white Australians are getting caught up
in Islamic exremism and heading off to fight for the IS. Young
unemployed males are now seeing the opportunity to play their
violent online games in reality... they are awaking from the
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postmodernist haze of indifference. But sadly to the wrong reality.
This awakeningis likely to continue and become ever more
attractive, likely fuelled by the media's hatred of Israel and desire to
portray her as a situation needing radical resolution.

The Way to Armageddon

The sixth trumpet in Rev. 9:14 and the sixth vial in Rev.
16:12,13 both refer to the Euphrates and are therefore referring to
the same events. We neednt get too fazed by issues of
chronological sequence in fulfilment. The trumpets and vials aren't
necessaly events which follow each other chronologically. This is
the assumption of a Gredlatin mindset; but in the Hebrew
thought which underpins the New Testament, events can be
described without attention to sequence. The OIld Testament
prophecies thereforeften appear to ‘jump around' in fulfilment,
with no clear sequence in mind. Each vial or trumpet can be a
description of events which happen around the time of the Lord's
coming, but not necessarily in sequence chronologically. The
‘continuous historic'school of interpretation is driven by this
insistence upon chronological sequence, but this results in seeking
unrealistic fulfilments of the earlier phases of the sequence. These
suggested fulfilments often do not hold true to actual history, and
are outof context with the main thrust of the prophecies, which
concern the situation in the land of Israel in the last days. The
masses of aggressive horsemen in Rev. 9 are the "kings of the east
of Rev. 16:12rulers who come from the East of Israel. This wioul
easily refer to the way in which the IS and its fighters originated in
Afghanistan, have now controlled and breached the Euphrates, and
are marching towards Israel. The allusion is to how God allowed
Cyrus to dry up [or divert] the Euphrates, and Babyklhas the
Medes and Persians under Cyrus approached from the East. The
kings of the East are therefore not believers, but the unbelieving
enemies of Israel. | have elsewhere pointed out that the IS see
themselves as warriors coming from the East torodesisrael:
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AThe final battl e wil/l be wage
backs of horsesécarrying bl ack
East side of the Jordan River and will wage war that the earth has
never seen before... The black flags will conwarfithe East, led by
mighty men, with long hair and beards". These "kings of the east"
who are released from the Euphrates are matched in Rev19:17
by John's description in first century language of the most terrifying
technology and aggression of therdes of horsemen who will be
released upon Israel from the Euphratdhey wore breastplates
the color of fire and of sapphire and of sulfur, and the heads of the
horses were like lions' heads, and fire and smoke and sulfur came
out of their mouths. By #se three plagues a third of mankind was
killed, by the fire and smoke and sulfur coming out of their mouths.
For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails, for
their tails are like serpents with heads, and by means of them they
wound". The killing of a third of those in the earth / land surely
connects with the prediction of Zech. 13:8 that when Jerusalem
briefly falls, two thirds of the Jews will be killed. Presumably the
other third are killed by other methodbere is repeated teadnh

in Rev. 8 of how the 'thirds' of those in the land will suffer in the
final tribulation.

Dan. 11:40 speaks of the latter day "king of the north" coming
with horsemen and entering into thexetz the land, like a
restrained mighty river that is now ghing and overflowing its
banks. This is absolutely the picture of Revelation 16: hordes of
horsemen surging from the Euphrates river towards Israel. For the
"king of the north" [historically this was Babylon or Assyria] to
enter into theeretz the land pomised to Abraham, he would have
to cross the boundary of that land at the Euphrates anyway. He
firstly enters the generalretzand then enters specifically teeetz
of glory (Dan. 11:41) the land inhabited by the Jews. This is
described in Ez. 20:6 g the same Hebrew word$a land...
flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all tleeetZ.

The land flowing with milk and honey hardly referred to the entire
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land promised to Abraham up to the Euphrates, much of which is
barren desert. Thealy of theeretzwas and is Canaan. We can see
the process startinghe IS is taking over the wideretz and will

then proceed to focus upon entering into the glory oketle¢z the
current territory of Israel.

Focus on Jerusalem

The unclean spiriter teachings released from the Euphrates gather
the nations together to Ar magedd
is from the Hebrewhar-magedonHar means &6 mount air
assumption has been made tm@igedon”" s t he same as
but the problem is, Megiddo is a plain and there is ho mountain
there. Also, the wordhagedorwould be spelt slightly differently if

it were simply the place name Megiddo. The suggestion has been
made and well argued thabtagedonis a form of the Hebrew
mobedand woul d l'iterally me an f
g at h e the tilegod Jerusalem in Is. 14:13 [see Meredith Kline,
6Har Ma goardab of the Evangelical Theological Society

39/2 (June 1996) pp. 2P22, available online. He explains the
presmce of the 6gb6 on the éaymsi s tF
often represented by the Gregkmmd. Rev. 16 says that all

nations are gathered to Armageddon, but elsewhere we read of all
nations being gathered to Jerusalem. The two localities are surely
identical, quite apart from the linguistic arguments. We can expect,
therefore, far more focus specifically upon Jerusalem. For this is to

be the center to which all are gathered. This makes perfect sense if
we seemagedonas a Greek rendering of the Hebrewo 6- ¢hd

nations are gathered to the mount of gathering. The king of
Babylon / Assyria so wished to c
gatheringo (I s. 14:13), and it
which was effectively his gathering to judgment. Amditswill be

with the Islamist obsession with Jerusaletfmeir gathering there

will effectively be their gathering to judgment.
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The Leader of the Locusts

The locusts have a specific leadan Angel called Abaddon or
Apollyon. Angels as in the Divine begjns do no't S i
demonstrated in chapter 2 dhe Real Devil But Daniel 10 and
other passages are clear that situations, nations and individual
leaders on earth have an Angelic representative in Heaven, before
the court of God. The antichrist figeiron earth therefore has a
representative Angel in Heaven, just as the prince of Persia did in
Dani el 10. OAbaddond means o0th
of the destroying Angel of Passover, the same Angel who
destroyed the unbelieving Jews in thdderness (1 Cor. 10:10)

and it is also used of the Babylonian invader (2 Chron. 36:19; Is.
14: 20, Jer . 4 : 7 ; 15: 3,; 22:7 nl
36:29), the Midianite invasion of Israel (Jud. 6:4), the Philistines /
Palestinians (1 Sam. 1F; 14:15), the Assyrian invader (1 Kings
18:25) and the Syrian invasion (2 Chron. 24:23). All these nations
and incidents were from the territory of the IS, and prefigure the
latter day invasion of IsraelThe point is, there is a specific,
singular leade and this fits well with the Biblical requirements for

an antichrist figure to lead the enemies of Israel in the final jihad
against herThe destruction, wanton and conscious, wrought by the

| S surely justifies t he | eade
destroyer 0.

The Islamic world has always been divided, and the neighbours of
Israel have likewise been characterized by their historical divisions.
What is going to be remarkable, therefore, is their temporary unity
against Israel. This is the pictureepented of the iron and clay not
cleaving to each other, but standing together, however fragile, in
brief domination of the land promised to Abraham on the eve of
Christbés return. This unity wi
antichrist. The metaphor iRev. 9 makes this point, by saying that
the invading hordes will be as locusts who have a king over them,
called Abaddon (Rev. 9:11). Locusts do not have nugctiralized

structure in their movement, and Prov. 30:27 specifically states that
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locusts have o king over themBut these latter day locusts will

have such a kingfor a brief period.Muslim tradition speaks of

locusts having dropped into the hands of Mohammed, bearing on

their wings this inscription -6 We ar e the army of t hi

There ca be little doubt that Revelation 9 speaks of the very last
days. The smoke and resultant darkening of sun and moon is
obviously alluding to the Old Testament prophecies about these
things happening in the context of an invasion of the land of Israel
inthe 1 mmedi ate pr el udehold, hedaylofr i st 0
the LORDcomes, Cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger, To lay

the landdesolate And He will destroy its sinners from itFor the

stars of heaven and their constellations Will not give theint;

The sunwill be darkenedn its going forth, And thenoonwill not

cause its light to shine. (Is. 13:9,16)And | wi | | show
the heavens and in the earth: Blaaad fire and pillars of smoke.

The sun shall be turned into darkness, Andrtte®n into blood,

Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LGWORD
(Joel 2:3,31).

Specific Moslem Application of Revelation 9

Albert Barnes makes the following commentary upon the
statement that the locusts would be commanded to not harm the
grass: fi-Jubted ordefr df gnenCaliph Aboubekir, the father -
in-law and successor of Muhammed, issued to the Saracen hordes
on their invasion of Syria, shows what was understood to be the
spirit of their religion: feRemember
presence of God, on the verge of death, in the assurance of
judgment, and the hope of paradise. Avoid injustice and
oppression; consult with your brethren, and study to preserve the
love and confidence of your troops. When you fight the battles of
the Lord, acquit yourselves like men, without turning your backs;
but let not the victory be stained with the blood of women or
children. Destroy no palm -trees, nor burn any fields of grain. Cut
down no fruit -trees, nor do any mischief to cattle, only such as ya
kill to eat. When you make any covenant or article, stand to it, and
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be as good as your word. As you go on, you will find some religious
persons who live retired in monasteries, and propose to themselves

to serve God in that way; let them alone, and neither kill them

(6and to them it was given that t
nor destroy their monasteries, o0 e

So Mr. Gi bbon notices this precej
Tayaf, 0 says he, Asi xty miles frc
own laws by the extirpation of the fruit-t r ees, 0 i i . 39

order existed among the Hebrews, and it is not improbable that
Muhammed derived his precept from the command of Moses
Deu_20:19, though what was mercy among the Hebrews was
probably mere policy with him. This precept is the more
remarkable because it has been the usual custom in war, and
particularly among barbari ans and semibarbarians, to destroy
grain and fruit, and especially to cut down fruit -trees, in order to
do greater injury to an enemyo.

And the IS has been likened to locusts:

ALIilkcastsISISmMi ni ons then spread ol
www.manchesterjournal.com/oped/ci_26429290/financsig) The
Manchester Journal, July 2014

The SunJul 27, 2014 Gaza conflict pales compared to terror of the
Isis locusts

The Nature of Prophecyin Revelation

We are mistaken if we think that Revelation is code language
which must be correctly cracked in order to yield predictions of
i teral event s. That 0s not howv
previously the intention hasot been to write history ahead of
time. Rather are Biblical images of previous historical situations
[e.g. the plagues upon Egypt, the Babylonian and Assyrian
invasions] superimposed upon fresh and new words of God. These
newly created and fashioned inesgwill be found strikingly
relevant to the immediate situation of the faithful who read or hear
about them. This has been true throughout histexy. the book of
Revelation had obvious relevance to the power and persecution of
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pagan Rome in the first dreecond centuries. The images likewise

would have had their relevance to Protestants suffering from
Catholic persecution in later centuries. But there is little point in
analysing those interpretations as if they are the only true
interpretation of the mk . The period just be
coming will be the time when all the prophetic images have their

final, fullest and ultimate fulfilment in the situation immediately
surrounding the people of God. T
of prophee yRi,cha@ard Bauckhambds phi
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Chapter 5 The Mark of the Beast

The black flags carried by ISIS have a roughly drawn circle
with a brief summary of the Moslem creed: There is none other
God than Allah and Mohammed is His messenger'. The circle is
roughly drawn because it is a replica of Mohammed's seal which he
attaded to his decrees and communications. To receive the mark
of the beast may well refer to receiving such a stamp or carrying
such an insignia, perhaps literally on the forehead. Because pictures
of ISIS fighters show them with this symbol on their forelsead
The seal of Muhammad was held to have magic qualities, and the
loss of the seal amounted to the loss of the caliphate and the loss o
unity among Muslims. Now, the IS are popularizing the seal again,
announcing a caliphate and urging Moslem un#yurity which
will ultimately be focused against Israel. The false prophet and
beast are Biblically associated with false miracles, so something to
look for would be the claims of false miracles or magic, as was
once associated with the sealee Muhammad Zafulla Khan,
Muhammad: Seal of the ProphetRoutledge & Kegan Paul,
London, 1980 (chapter 12). The IS flag has a name, just as the
British flag is called 'the Union Jagck' t he Canadi an
|l eaf 6, t he Fr ench dndthegAnerican flaga | |
6t he st ar sitis caled Bhe Black 8ader or Black
Standargalso known a% f U1Kt aytiFgpUb "t he ba
eagle". The final enemies of Israel are described as coming upon
her "as swift as the eagle flies" (Dt. 28)4Babylon is spoken of as
an eagle in Jer. 48:40; Dan. 7:4; Hab. 1:8 and Ez. 17:3,12, as is
Assyria (Hos. 8:1) and as are the Ammonites (Jer. 49:16) and
Edom (Obadiah 4). The IS flying the banner of the eagle therefore
associates them with being a reinaron of Israel's historical
enemies.
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