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e THE TRUTH LOCALISED

ABERDEEN.

R S—

The Origin of tha Meetmg'

The meetmg in Aberdeen awed its orlgm to Dr Thomas,
who lectured here on the occasion of his first visit-to this
country. ‘The orlgmal members were mostly Campbelhtes
who were thus in a manner prepared to receive the addi-

A tional light which Dr Thomas was able to communicate
respecting the things of the Kingdom of God and the
name of Jesus Christ. The .existence of the church in
Aberdeen, however, did not become known to the brethren
in other places for some tlme after they had been so

organised. _
: Personal B.ecollections.

Robert Roberts was one of the early members of the
Aberdeen Church, as he tells us in lis autobiography. He
also mentions the fact that ae first met his future wife at
Aberdeen, in the summer of 1853, He says:

About this time photograpby was coming into notice,
and my master’s son, Mr Ebenezer Cornwall, tock an
amateur interest in it. He obtained n camera, and used
to visit Dr Munroe’s hydropathic institution at Lochhead
in the early mornings to take portrails of the patients.

Oun these e‘tpedltxons T used to accompany him as his
No, 1 L .




ABERDEEN

‘boy,” to fetch and carry. On one oceasion, the group of
sitters included my future wife, without any knowledge on
my part or her's. She had come to Aberdeen to visit
her sister; who was an invalid in the institution, and
noticed the photographer’s boy, with whom she was des-
tined afterwards to have much to do. She was at this
“time a grown girl, close on the threshold of womanhood,
and would have been disagreeably impressed had she been
told that the mite of a boy in attendance upon the ama-
teur photographer was her -future husband. But so it
came to pass, to my great blessedness.* .. -. '

I accompanied my sister Jane in this visit to Agerdéeﬁ .
and I find from my diary that, on the morning of Friday,

July- 8, 1853, Jane, Grierson G. Mitchell (who was ons

of our party), and I went out to Lochhead at five o'clock,
o have our portraits taken by Mr Cornwall. None of us

Yt the time took particular notice of the lad of fourteen
who assisted, although I remember seeing Liim very well, ~
This was only four months after the meeting of Baptised - .
Believers of the Gospel of the Kingdom in Edinburgh had .

been formed, and we were not then aware that a meeting -

upon a similar footing existed in Aberdeen, else we would
doubtless have tried to find it out. Grierson, my sister

-Agnes, and I were members of the Edinburgh Church, =

although Jane had not then cast in her lot with-them.

Robétt Roberts's First Baptism,

It must have been just about the time of our visit to
Aberdeen that Robert Roberts was baptised and received

into the Aberdeen meeting, as he himself tells us in his’

autobiography, as follows :—

Before this, iny immersion into Christ had taken place
in 1853, when 1 was fourteen years old. I was examined
by Brethren A. Black and J. Mowatt, and immersed by
the former in the river Dee, about a mile outside the town.
A ftisherman’s hut afforded undressing convenience. It
was a beautiful summer’s Sunday morming. Tliers was a
crowd of Sunday strollers on the bank, who gave a loud

* Qood Company, vol. i, p. 32
2
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laugh when the act of baptism was performed. Another
was immersed at the same time—I think a farm-hand,
by the name of Lawson. 1 am also under the impression
that the same morning my grandinother and uncle (Reid)
were immersed. If not then, it was not long before or
after, Next Sunday morning, we were very affectionately
received at the breaking of bread. It was a very gratify-
ing occasion, as I suppose it is to every one who is received
among the brethren for the first time. We received the
right hand of fellowship by being made to stand at the

door_of exit as the meeting dispersed—each one shaking

us by the hand as thej passed out. I was a diligent
attender at all the meetings afterwards.* ' -

An Anonymous Gift to Dr Thomas,

In the Herald for March 1854, Dr Thomas gives the
following extract from a letter by Mr Richard Robertson,

_ his London agent :— ¥ .

Among wy receipts for the Herald, there is an anony-
mous donation of two shillings and sixpence from n poor
man in Aberdeen to assist the editor of the. Herald in its
publication. - Such an item is indeed more - gratifying. than
all the vain applause of the multitude; and in addition to

- which, T could ‘extract from the abundance of iny corres-

poundence, & volume of heart-felt-prayer that has ascended
to heaven on your behalf as a diligent and faithful servant

of ¢the Gospel of the Kingdom of God.’
- Commenting upon this gift Dr Thomas says :—

The donation is indeed a gratifying incident, and all the
more acceptable as being spontaneous. " Two and sixpence
is a large sum to ». poor man in the north of Scotland ; and
from its being contributed anonymously, it is good evidence
that the demonstrations of the Herald have touched his
heart. Though subjected to much misrepresentation and
reproach by the adherents of n profitable ¢orthodoxy,’ I
shall work on, encouraged by the good wishes, the prayers,
and the substantial contributions of the poor, whose privi-
lege it has been from the beginning to support the procla-
mation of the gospel, and to have it preached to them eas
the heirs of the kingdom which it reveals.t .

* Good Company, vol, i. p. 108,
t Herald of the Kingdom and Age to Come, 1854, p. 65,
. ‘ 3 .
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ABERDEEN

Correspondence with the Edinburgh Church.

It has already been méntioned that, at an early period -
in the history of the Edinburgh Chureh, a correspondencs
was opened up with churches and individuals of the sanie

precious faith in other places, as the existence of such
became known, principally from communications appearing
in Dr Thomas’s Herald. The first church to be thus
addressed was that in Aberdeen, of whose: existence the
church in Edinburgh had on]y learned a shoit time pre-

‘viously. To these brethren in the North the following

letter was sent :—

To the Congragatmn of C‘hrzstum chzples m Aﬁerdem.

Edmburg'h 26(:11 Aumst 1855
BuLovep Brerurex,—It has long been a wish with us to open up and

maintain a correspondence with our brethren in different parts of tha
couniry; but we have wanted a suggestive opportnmby .Liet vs make :::

sach opportunity and circumstance ; for surely therq is enough at any time
to awaken and sustain a lively interest in each others’ welfare. By such

means we may reciprocate . kindly . feeling, -and may mutually aid our:i:

studies of that sublime book—the Bible,

It was a.matter of regret with us, that our meetmg at New Year hme o
was so little satisfactory to- -your deputy, our irespected- brother Alexander -
Black ;* bub parhaps we may, even naw, by other means, undo the disap-., .
pomtmenb and satisfy one dnother as to the tmportance -and benefit of
mutunal interchange of séntiments and experience. " Another meeting hag -

been suggested for the fortheoming New . Year; but whether it be-pro-
ductive of any good or no, depends certainly upon the prepared condition
of those who then assocmte-—-persona]]y, by deputy, or by letter. Now
rather, whilo communication by letter Is our best substitute for personal
intercourse, and is perhaps quite an effective means towards -assimilation,
if rightly unsed, let us speak to each other. -

Perhaps the best inbroduction of curselves which we can now make is,
to tell of onr circumstances and occupations siuce.the beginning of the
year. During that time we lave added to our numbér four brethren and
five. sisters, one of the latter hxwmg been restored ; one brother has with-
drawn, and one emigrated to America;.leaving us now with forty-one
members. A brother and sister have united their interests and fortunes
by marriage; and we all have progressed somewhat encouragingly in the’
arts of life mul consociation. The roll now stands as follows : —

[ilere was given a list of the names nnd addresses of the members of the

Edinburgh Clmmh]

* [This was a reforence to the fact that, at the agaregato meeting of the Scotfish
Inetliren, held in Edinburgh at the New Year previously, a_proposal from the Aberdeen

Chureh, tlnt the various mectings of the brothren throngheut the éountry shiould bo -

furmally organised into one body for the llrposc of tnnmtmmw an evangelist ; and
aliv, that an invitation should be given to }) homne to revisit Britnin—both of which
proposals had bieen sirongly advoeated by Brother Black—wera not accepted by the
united brotherhood]

oo c..mwlkﬁﬁ&im




ABERDEEN

We have occupied a good deal of timo.in oxamining the teaching of the
proplietic Scupt.meq regarding the order and nature of the events connected
with the coming of the Lnrd porbicularly those relating respeetively to
Gog ol the land of Magog and the king and people of Assyrin in the
Intler duys; and the king of the North \poken of in Danicl xi. These
inquirics aro still pendmg

In proseention of our inquiries into these—and, indeed, into all topxca
—we havo found that the only efficicnt method we can porsue is that of
mutual search and conversation; finding that, however beneficial set
nddresses may be in the enforcement of absolute truth or in exhortation,
they can help ug but little in a free inguiry into the tesching of Seripture
on auy point in question.

Although we have not at all exhausted these topics, yet from want of
ability we feel obliged sometimes to pause and change our track of tnquiry;
the imperfection of our mental powers, as well as a certain obliquity of
judgment, resulting from having been nurtured in corrupt systems, neces.
sarily holding us back from that perfect knowledge of the divine will which
is attainable from-even the simple perueal of the sacred Scriptuves. -But,
while sensible of this, we will not abats in our endeavours after wore
knowledge and better imitation of the will of the Jord God. No,
brethren ; for this is our opportunity for the development of mmd and
character.

An: inquiry has also been mooted lately refmrdm" tho 'proper itse of
music in the congregation, particularly with respoct to the themes of song.
The proposition that wany of the ps.alms of ancient Isracl ave appropriate
for our use only with a modified meaning, and that the New Testament and.
the writings of the prophets might supply us with additional sub_]ects ab
least as suitable, has ‘met with general ossent ;-atd we:now -oceupy onr-’
selves, at our week-evening meetings, with the selectlon and examination
of poetitic epiaodes“adorative, instructive, and exhortatory—-from the
sources alluded to. Of course there will be some difficulty in making use

.of these in their ungltered shape; but we expect that our end is -the

more easily attainable from the chants which we have. to-some extont: got
introduced, into use on the First Day of tho week.

Wo trust, brethron, that thoese fow things may suffice to pubt you in
possession of o suflicient acquuintanco with us to make a corvespondencs
practicable ; and that you will be ready to reclprocato our kindly feelings
and good wishes. Wa shall be happy to receive from you, nnd shall duly
oousxdcr, any suggestion regarding either the mabtars or the moanner of our
investigation. '

We llope that you all enjoy health and the prospexity \vhmh comes from
God. May the richest blessings of the Almighty, through His Son, Jesus
Christ, our Lord, descend upon you all,

We are, beloved brethren, yours in the one faith and hope of the

ospel,
8 In name of the con"revatxon meeting in Tailors’ Hall, Edmburgh,
GEonar Dowiz, Sec.

In response to this communication, a long letter was
received from the church in Aberdeen, reciprocating an
affectionate interest, and thereby encouraging to further

correspondence. I have not, however, preserved a copy
of this letter.
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L:ietter by Robert Roberts to Dr 'I.‘homas.

Three years after his first baphsm Robert Roberts’s
growing appreciation of Dr Thomas induced him to send
2 letter to his spiritual preceptor, acknowledvmo' his greaﬁ
indebtedness to him. Robert introduces this letter into
his biography with something like an apology for havmg
wrltten it -—~thus :

In the autumn of 1858, I wrote the following letter;
which appeared in the Herald for 1857, page 43. ° Tt now
strikes me as being an ioflated and raw production of the
sort* that usually comes from impetuous youth when -per-.
mitted to air itself—interesting only as the premonition
of a laborious and painful day. There was no one to
control or”check me, otherwise the letter would not have

been written, or, bemg written, would never have gone

across the Atlantlc K
Aberdeen, Scobland October 8th, 1856.

Mr Deag _Brorner,—Although personally unknown to ‘you, I have,”
nevertheless, in virtue of a unity and identity of ‘hope, presumed thus
far upon your forbearance. It has long been my intention to write you,
but hitherto I have been deterred by various cobsidevations. At lasty
however, 1 have got the pen fn my hand, which I am resolutely determincd”
not to relinquish &1l X shall have tmns_fexrcd ny ideas (such 48 ‘they are)
to paper. My ‘object in writing,-is more to encourage you in .the struggle
in which you are engaged, than to perplex you with pointless queatmns
aml imaginary difienities. Allow me Lo remark; then, that, 'to my mind,
you see%o bo carrying forward the ¢ good ﬁaht' to a snceessful termina-
tion ; for L couceive that the capture of the ¢ good and honest hearted ’
(of which 1 painfully testify there™ are but few) by the truth, is the very
highest point of success to which we could aspire. . oy

You will bear with me if I should appear too minute in detathnnr a case
illustuative of the xllummat.mo' influence of the truth, as set forth in Llpis
Israel. The case is my own, and T can, therefore, speak with certainty.
Previous to coming in contact with the above-nentioned work, 1 was
zealously affected for what I considered the truth—namely, the ideas
propounded from the pulpit. I believed them, and, so far as I am aware,
walked consistently. I was sincere, quite in eamest, and my language
suentally was, ‘Sirs, what shall I do to be saved 3’ On all hands I
invariably received the respouse, ¢ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,” &e.
Bieing in perfect ignorance, exeept of what I had received from maternal
indoctrination, [ aceepled the gouerally received understanding of ¢ Belicve,
&c.,’ as Lruth. I was just on the eve of being immersed on Buptlst prin-
ciples, when 1 fell in with o Iferald. There was something so rational,
80 comprehensible—something which partook so mnch of common sense——
that my nttention was at onco arvested. My curiosity was so much
excited, that nothing short of an understanding of the whole matter, in
sone way or other, would satisfy me, I thercfors procnred a copy of
[
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Wipis Terael, and read b with intense interest. I then compared it with
what the Seriptures nctuslly said, and I was perfectly strack with the
identity of the language. Without further hesitation, T renounced for
evir _the absolute Llasphemies to which I had before adhered—uamcly,
simmortality of the soul,’ ¢heaven,’ ¢ hell,’ an atmospherical recompense
ab death, &e ; and, having become aware of the existence of a meeting
of huliovers liere, ulthough then only in my fifteenth year, I identified
myscll” with them by putting on Christ by immersion. In following this
courso of action, it is almost needless to ‘add, that I experienced-the most
abusive misrepresentation and ubter contempt that vindictivencss could
possibly” devise. Former friends turned their backs and became: swom
enemies ; velations became cold ; and t}.]l‘i agreed to pity my infatuation.

Brother Thomas, my gratitade is unbounded.” I caunot possibly give

uttetunce to my feelings. What a great salvation has been revenled !’

What a ook is tho Bible! | What n God is Jehovah! ! ! My heart
swells with grateful emotion when I contemplate these things. By
thanksgiving knows no Lounds—no bounds when I revert to the former
contemplible, effeminate appearance which these things made, when
reviewed through the medinm of sectarian theology. ’ .
My cfforts for the diffusion of the truth, I regret to say, can extend no
further than contention, of which I have plenty. DBeing only seventeen
yeavs of ago, I amy, of comise, poor in this world's goods, or else, I can
assure you, dear brother, the Aerald shonld never go down for want of
funds. As it is, however, my exertions in behalf of the truth must be
confined exclusively. to speaking, and, when the time comes, they will also
be extended to co-operation in the way of funds; and then, when Jesus
retnrns, he will reward every man according to bis works,
- T am afraid I have trespassed on your forbearance, but then you know
liow to excuse one that is in earnest. : o
With an earnest desira that you may be spared until our Lord returns
to Zion, I remain your affectionate brother in the hope of the promise
made to Abreham, Isaac, and Jacob, - : ’ ,
. Roserr Ronerts.

An Abortive Discussion,

In the beginning of the yeﬁr 1865, the brethren were

much interested in‘an offer which wss made by a-Mr M. J.
Dongall, a member of the Campbellite Church in Aber-
deen, to enter into a written discussion with R. Roberts,
in his monthly periodical, The Ambassador of the Coming

‘Age, on the differences in faith between R. Roberts and

David King, of Birmingham. This offer was made in
cnonsequence of the refusal, by David King, to enter into
a verbal discussion of this kind, after being challenged to
it by R. Roberts. Mr Dougall’s proposal was thus inti-
mated to the Editor of The Ambassador by James Mowatt,
of Aberdeen : . - '

i
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Mr John Dougali of this place is willing to discuss
with you what he understands to be Bibléism in opposition
to what we believe the Bible teaches. He is a reader of .
The Ambassador, and has seen what has passed between
you and David ng He does not approve of King’s
conduct in the affair ; and as he seems desirous that truth
should be promoted,- he is himself desirous to enter the
contest. He called upon e -and stated his propositien,
I said to him that I should take the mind of the brethred
upon the matter, which I. have done; and the brethren
concluded that I should write you regardmo it, and to say
that if you were wﬁhng. they thought good might be the
result. I may say. that* Me" Dougall meets with the
Campbellite friends of this place He is the. most . intelli-

“gent of them, and is”of some standing in society. He has
- a very good moral character.: In’ fact I do bslieve he is

sincere and honest, and that it is’ the promotion of the
truth he has solely in contemplation. " You will see’ from
the accompanying half sheet that he is willing to pay the
extra expense that you will"be _’ putto in prowdm:r the -
additional” pages to be devote " to/ the ‘discussion.” I leave
the aﬂcur with you, and you cau ]et us know the result

The cha]lenge was ab once: accepted by R Roberts and
the discussion was actually’ comnienced in The Ambassador,
four pages being added to the regu]ar issue of that maga-
zine- for that purpose, at the expense of Mr Dougall,
At tho very outset, however, there seemed to be @
thorough misunderstanding between the d1sputants and
the discussion did not get further than an attempt to
suttle the point or points that should be discussed. 1t was
somewhat ').brupt]y ended, after extending over only three
months, owing to Mr Dougall baving been * unfortunate
enough to get into the trammels of the law in a matter
\\lmh, as a relxgmus professor, he must feel to be exceed-
m'-ly painful.” : .
A Division Healed,

In-the Alessenger for QOctober 1867 it is stated that
division which took pld.ce several months ago among the -
brethren has now been . healed—the secedmw brethleu

having all nturned to thclr places in the cl;urch
8 .
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A Lively Visitor,

~ In 1868, Thomas Wallis—who had previously been ste-
cessively connected with the meetings in Nottingham,
Birmingham, and Edinburgh—came to Aberdeen, and the

brethren had a very lively time of it during hie residence

among them, Brother Wallis—as he had previously been
doing at- Birmingham—took a very active part in the
cvangelistic work of the church, being accustomed to
p‘mulc the streets with a large-sized banner, on which was
ihe motto, * Behold, the Bridegroom Cometh !’ &e.; and
being a very forcible speaker, he gained a hearing from a

lirge number of persons. His stay here was very brief,

lhowever, as he left on Sept. 2, 1868, for Nottingham.

The' Eldership, '

~In the comrﬁunidatién by the Aberdeen Church to the

July Meeting, held in Edinburgh in 1858, it was stated
that for thres years previously the subject of the éldership

‘hiad at various times occupied their attention, with a view

to having men appointed to office sucli as obtained in the
upostolic church, They had not then, however, attained
this congreuatlonal order, which, they were convinced,
way intended to continue after the gifts of the Spirit had
passed away, They belisved that thers should be bishops,
elders, and deacons in every Christian ‘congregation whete
_properly qualified men. could be found ; and this subject
was suggested for the consideration of the brethren at the
aggregate gathering. The brethren generally, however,
did not approve of the proposal, and did nothing in the
direction of carrying it out. The brethren in Aberdeen,
however, persistently clung to the idea, although it was
upwards of ten years before they put it into practice, as
we learn from the following paragraph in-the Messenger

for Qectober 1369 —

~ Our meeting has been organised to-day (Sept. 26)
according to the example of the early churches, by the
apoomtment of elders and deacons, Instead of the single
president, we have now two elders—DBrethren James

?
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his physical health. They left him, however, but poorly
furnished with the means of providing what 1s requiréd
for the sustendnce of *this mortal) and usually quite
unprepared for the payment of his half-yearly rent when
it became due, In .the circumstances, and in response to
repoated appeals that were made on his behalf in the
Messenger of the Churches, the necessary funds were pro-
vided for him by the friends of the truth throughout the.
country. The poor man, who seemed just in his element
when ‘gospelling’ in the distriet, was thus kep$ beyond
the reach of want, though very little mors, while doing
the work of an evangelist gratuitously. '

A ﬂewspa.per . 8Bneer,

As showing the unappreciative manner.in which his

labours of love were viewed by an unsympathetic local

newspaper press, the Messenger for June 1863 had the
following : —

During May our Brother Robertson has been busily
employed in that field which has Turriff for its centre.
The places before mentioned have been revisited, and san-
guine hopes are entertained regarding several, who, indeed,
are all but prepared to take a decided stand for the ancient
fuith. The following is cut from the Aberdeen Free Press
of May 15th :— , ‘ .

New Byra.—LECTURES OX THE SrcoNp AbvENT.—A Twiriff shoemaker
Iy been amongst us lecturing on the above subject; on the evening of
Subbath week, he Jectured on the * Personal Reign of Christ on the Earth.
Ou Moudsy night he laboured hard to prove the necessity of his coming
to dwell on Mount Zion, and judge the T'welve Tribes of Israel, &&. On
tho whole, we would advise, ‘.Ne sufor ulira crepidam. (Let not the
shoemaker go beyond his last). :

This is bad advice,. The world has been more indebted
to those who work wlira erépidamn than to the professionals
who are paid for the business of amelioration,

A Holidsy Evangelistic Tour.

In the beginning of August 1863, George Dowie made
a tour in Aberdeenshire, of which he. gave the following

necount in the Messenger for September (—
11
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Mowatt and William Gillg and thres deacons-Brethren
James Sellars, John Mitchell, and John Anderson. We
have long been of the mind that such a state of things

ought to be, but have only now arrived at the carrylng out
of it.—W. G.
The Evangehst' Office.

Another proposal whlch the Aberdeen Church sub-
mitted from time to time to the aggregaté meeting of the
Lrotherhood was, that an evangelist should be appointed
to go through the country preaching the Gospel of the
Kingdom, the expense to be defrayed by the several
churches.  This proposal usually received very small
support from the bulk of the delegatesuso stall that it
could not be adopted.

———————

ABERDEENSHIRE.

A Humbla Evangehst.

Ta the early 51xtles, a remarkak eVanaehstlc work was
carried out in a considerable district of Aberdeenshlre by
Jumes Robertson, a man in. very humble ‘circumstances,
but warmly interested in the propagation of ‘the Gospel Of
the chdom. Brother Robertson who was a shoemaker
to tr ade, was a member of the church in A'bérdeen, from
which he- lernoved in 1861 to Insch and subsequent}y,
July 1862, to Turriff, from’ which, as a convenient centre,
he used to make perrodlcal visitations to a number of the
towns and villages in the neighbourhood. - The places
thus visited included B‘zlfaton Crimond, Cuminston,
Fetterangus, Insch, Lomnay, Mintlaw, Pitsligo, White-
hills, &c. By means of éonvérsatiou, lectures, and tract’
distribution, he did & good work in the service of the
trath, and was instrumental in leading many to a know-
ledge .of the Gospel of the ngdom and to become
uiuu[zent to its. requirements. He did not enjoy very
rolust hc.tlth, and these repeated outmgs besides being -

serviecable .to the truth, had also a beneficial effect upon
R - :. N - ]0 .







